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The SPEAKER 1ook the Chair at 4.30
pamn., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier: Regulations of the
Fremantle Harbour Trust.

By the Minister for Works : 1, By-
laws of the Upper Blackwood roads
board ; 2, Map showing proposed Goo-
malling-Wongan Hills Railway; 3, Map
showing proposed Dowerin - Merredin
Railway; 4, Map showing proposed
Boyup-Kojonup Railway.

By the Minister for Mines: Papers re-
lating to the employment of foreigners
on mines,

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1909-10.
In Committee of Supply.
Resumed from the 12th Novemhber; Mr.

Daglish in the Chair.

Treasury Department and Administra-
tive Branches {Hou. N. J. Moore, Trea-
surer).

Vote—Literary and Scientific Gramts,
£12,153.

Item, University Extension Lectures,
Perth, £100:

Mr, BATH: Would the Treasurer in-
form the Committee whether nnder this
vobe provision would be made for the
practice which bad rnled with regard to
the recent Tniversity extension lectures
delivered in Western Anstralia for giving
a series of lectures at Kalgoorlie and
Boulder. Further down it would be seen
that provision had been made in the pre-
vious year for a grant tn a Kalgoorlie
insbitution, but it bad sinee been with-
drawn from the Estimates. Would it be
for Perth exelusively, or would it cover
the other centres? It seemed that the
lecturers were brought either from the
United Kingdom or the Fastern States,

1395

and it would be false economy to confine
their visits to the metropolitan centre.

The PREMIER: As the Committee
were aware, for a considerable fime past
the sum of £200 had been provided on the
Estimates to pay the expenses in connec-
tion with the University extension lee-
tures, and in the past the leeturers not
only visited the goldfields, but on several
oceasions had proceeded to other centres
as well, This year the vote had heen re-
duneced to £100, and it would be necessary
in eonsequence, instead of two professors
coming to the State, of arranging for the
visit of only nne, and there was no doubt
that the lecturer would visit Kalgoorlie
and deliver lectures there as well.

Mr. KEENAN: The Treasurer was
lahouring under a misconeeption with re-
gard to the vote, Although a sum of
money was made available .on the Esti-
mates it did nnt cover the expenses of
the leeturer when he proceeded to the
goldfields: every penny of the expenses
incurred was provided by the people
themselves. The sun made available at
the present time would he only sufficient
to provide for the expense of bringing a
lecturer to Perth. and it was a delusion
to suppose that the money would cover
anything else. The Treasurer should in
form the Commitiee whether he was pre
pared to reconsider the advisableness ol
making a sum available to eover the cost
of delivering lectuves outside the metro-
politan area.

Mr, BATH: A protest should be en
tered against this partienlar form of
econonmy. The resources of Western Aus-
tralia had not heen reduced to such a low
ebh that we could nat afford a sum of
£200 which was originally provided on
the Estimates For the purpose of Uni-
versity extension lectures. The visits of
the lecturers and the subjecis that they
had dealt with had been the only means
by which the educational development in
scientific and other matters had been
brought within the reach of the ordinary
population of Western Australia. We
talked about giving the people oppor-
tunities for eduecation; here was one
which was being availed of by the people
in increasing numbers as the vears passed,
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and imniediately there became a demand
for economy—and a demand which was
rightly put forward in some directions—
the Government instantly replied with a
reduction in the very item which should
be the last to be rednced. We had no
University and there were no State see-
ondary schools, but the fact that we were
depleting the amount for lectures which
were being provided as a substitute was
not a ereditable reflection of our inferest
in educational matiers in Western Aus-
tralia. His desire was to disabuse the
minds of people in the State, if there
were any, who held the opinion that we
had not suofficient. resources or a popula-
tion sufficiently interested to provide the
amounts necessary for legitimate eduea-
tion work; and ke objeeted to the redue-
tion of this vote, and to the proposal to
deny any advantage to the goldfields or
other centres that showed sufficient in-
jerest in university extension work.

The PREMIER: No attempt would be
mnde to deprive the outside centres. As
a matier of faet the State provided the
various lectuvers with free passes in
order to enable them to visit the goldfields
and other centres. Professor DBottom-
ley visited Northam and other centres,
and so did Professor MeCallum and Pro-
fessor Henderson though the last named,
having been brought to the State by the
Swan River Institute, was not paid ont
of this item. It was understood that it
was part of their engagements for these
professors o visit the dilfferent cenives.
He {the Premier} was prepaved to offer
every Faeility to see that those centres
which were prepared to subsidise the ex-
penditure at all would receive every ad-
vantage offered by wvisits from any pro-
fessors or lecturers.

Item, Perth Musenm and Art Gallery.
€3,500 :

Mr. KEENAN: There was a redue-
tion of £300 in the itemn this year. With
the establishment of an art gallery and
museum in Perih he was in full sym-
pathy; bnt when it became a question of
saving money, which was very much
needed in various direetions where direct
services were rendered fo the people,
these institotions should be brought down
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to the bare sum necessary to keep them in
stalv quo.  Money should be provided,
not for the purchase of new piclures or
adding to the Museum, but simply for
maintenanee for some fime fo come.
Would not the sum provided exceed the
amount absolulely vequired for mere
maintenance ?

The PREMIER: The commitiee con-
trolling the institation claimed the sum
provided was absolutely necessary to keep
the institution going. The grant had been
reduced from £4,500 1n 1906-7 to £3,500
this year. During the last year the at-
tendanee was 81,568, or an increase of
nearly 50 per cent., showing how the
prublic appreciated the edueational oppor-
tunities provided.  Among the visitors
were classes from the training school and
from public and private schools. Dur-
ing the year no less than 944 different
objects were donated to the musenm. It
was practieally impossible to keep goiug,
according to the director, with a less
sum than the amount now provided. The
strongest possible protests had been put
up by the commitiee against the redue-
tion already made. They strongly re-
sented the reduction appearing on this
year’s Estimates, and claimed that it was
practically impossible for them to ecarry
on even with last year's vote.

Mr. WALKER: The Public Library and
Museur were neeessary insfitutions, and
the more they were availed of the more
the State advantaged, but at the same
fiie the grani of £3,500, eompared with
the sum. put on the Estimates for these
institations for the rest of the State,
was exorbitant, while there was only a
reduction of £304 for the Museum as eom-
pared with the reduction of £400 for the
insiitntions for the whole of the State.
It seemed that this grant would ¢over
more than working expenses. I was
extravagant to imagine that £3,500 was
requisite. No doubt we had one of the
finest librarvies in the Commonwealth. It
was well furnished with a fine elass of
literature. but there was stoek on the
shelves that would adequately serve the
State for a year or two without fresh
purchases. No doubt the Art Gallery and
Museum were valuable, but they must be
considered more or less as luxuries, and
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while we shonld be proud of our achieve-
ments to date, there was no need to make
additions. Everything should be elimin-
ated not requived for the mere purpose of
maintaining the institufion in its present
ecandition.  [f the Premer wonld give de-
tails as to what were the aectual costs,
members could judge as to  whether
the pruning knife conld be used. As for
the protests made hy the commitiee con-
trollingz the institution, if the Government
placed £5,000 on the Estimates the com-
mittee would ask for more; and no doubt
the munev would be wisely spent in litera-
ture. art, or scientific puvehases; but in
the cirewmnstances of the State we shounld
not zo too far with expendilure on an
wnstitution of 1lis character.

The PREMIER: The vote was £4045
less than was spent last year. The expen-
diture was made up of salaries, £1,132;
wages, £978; zoology, £254; zeology and
mineralogy, £103; art (purchases}, £509;
arts and eraff, £568 ; books, £65; Lurni-
ture, £196; charges, £409. Yo yegard to
the furniture, it had to be remembered
that 944 specimens were presented to the
wstitution and had to be provided for,
and there was also a lob of stuflf stowed
away in eellars not visible to the eye of

the visitor prior te the extensions
that had to be bronght out and
placed on shelves. The charge included
petty cash, £52 ; kerosene, eteetera,
£33 . sanitavv, £21 ; light, water, fire-

wood, £57; repairs and eases, £110; tele-
phones and extra light, £34; stationery,
£15 : preservatives, £24; lectures.
£26; fire insurance, £6. Xt would be seen
thal with £400 less this vear, the com-
mittee would not have mueb to spare.
The operations last year wound up with
an overdraft of £84. Tn the cireumstanees
members would see there was very litile
(o apare. The expenditure in South Aus-
tralia was £7,260; in New South Wales,
£11,000, and in Victoria, £21,7689. Mem-
hers should not lose sight of the fact that
s0 many objects of interest and curiosity
were presented te the institution by dif-
ferent people. This entailed expenditure
in conneetion with show cases and in the
direction of the labour necessary to keep
the specimens preserved and in order.
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Mr. BATH: As a member of the Art
Gallery and Museum committee he had had
an opporfunity of going into the question
of expenditure as minutely as possible.
Knowing the feeling of members of the
House in regard to these votes in relation
io the existing eondition of the finances,
the eommittee had gone intn the matter of
expenditure in great detail, and had
endeavoured to keep it down to the lowest
possible limit eousistent with the proper
maintevance of the institution. There
was a reduction of £300 on the vote of
last year, and £1,000 as compared with the
vote for 1905-6. There was a .matter not
appearing in the details, and that was that
a number of the departments which had
previously done certain work for the in-
stitute were now charging forit., At one
time when the vote was £4,500, and up to
the last twelve months, the Works Depart-
ment supplied lighting and fivewood to
the AMuseum, paid the sanitary charges
atnd provided water free of charge, and
alsa paid for the eleaning of the numerous
windows, Now. however, the department
said they would not continue to carry out
that work unless they were paid for it.
Consequently this meant an additional
tax on the Museum in order to make the
receipts meet the exepnditure rvequived to
keep up the institution. Sivce matters
at the institution had been better ar-
ranged, and more space provided for ex-
hibits previously kept in the cellars, a
large amount of additional work was en-
iailed on the attendants, and therefore
the committee could not see where it was
possible to reduce expenditure in respect
to the staff. There were 63,485 square
feet of plate glass in the institution which
had to be kept in order. Next to Queens-
land, Western Australia was reputed to
be the worst State for destruefive insects.
These pests attacked the bills of the birds
aud the skins of the various anmimals ex-
bited, with the result that it was a
standing source of anxiety to keep the
exhibits free from their depredations. In
addition to works of art purchased a
large number were presented to the Arl
Gallery, and were not always framed,
with the resuli that the funds of the in-
stitution had to be expended in framing
them. The vote of £3,500 for this year
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would be insuflicient to carry out all the
additional works now necessary. It would
be unwise to say that no money must be
provided for the purchase of additional
pictures, as at limes an opportunity was
obtained of purchasing works of art at a
veasanable price, which added greatly to
the attractiveness of the institntion. At
all events a cerfain portion of the money
would have to be set apart for the framing
nf the pictures presented to the Art
Gallery, The item of books for the Mu-
seum and Art Gallery bhad to be reduced
this year by more than one-half. Then
1liere was the question of furniture, which
ineluded the varivus stands needed for the
exhihits. Naturalists from all over the
world frequently presenied valuable ex-
lnibits to the Museum, and it was essential
that these should be provided with proper
stands. 1t appeared that naturalists were
a particularly generous lot of men, and
that, when colleeting speeimens either for
themselves or for the munsenms who en-
gaped ihem, they never forgot museums in
athier parts of the world, and were ever
veady 1o gend them duplicate specimens.
Onr Museum profiied mueh in that way
and it was necessary ihai there should be
proper stands lor the exhibils

{tem—- Meehanies' - Tustitutes, Working
Mar's Associations, Art Societies, ele.
£1,500.

Mr. JOHNSOXN: There was just eanse
for objection heing raised as to the me-
thod of distribution of this money. He
desired also 1o draw attention to the fact
that whereas the item showed £1,550 as
having heen voted last vear. the sum of
£2,100 appeared on last year’s Estimates.
The latler sum. however. inclnded £250
for a travelling library, whereas this sum
was placed under a special item this year.
The Estimates also showed the expendi-
ture for last year to have been £1,890,
whereas the I'ublic Accounts showed that
the aetual expenditure was £2,140, or
£25% in excess of the amount now set ont.
In the Public dccounts appeared a foot-
note stating that some of the £2,140 con-
sisted of grants for 1907-8, but if one to-
talled up those grants it would be seen
that they only amounted to £127; so
roughly speaking £125 was expended for
which there were no aceounts. The method
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of distribution was distinetly unfair. On
anolher vote he intended fo draw aiten-
fion fo that maiter,

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
must wait until that item was reached.

Myr. JOHNSON: The remark applied
io many other votes besides the one under
diseussion. for 1t was elear that some
members and their eonstituencies received
much more consideration than others.
Wiere a larnp sum was voted, the amount
should be distribuied fairly.

Mr. BATH: During the disenssion on
Inst year’s Estimates he had pointed out
that it was not a fair thing to pay the
sum of £250 for a travelling library ont
of. the vote for mechanics’ institutes and
other institulions of a like nature, as the
fact of a travelling library being in ex-
istence had been claimed as one of the
activities of the Public Library. It was
unfair to those institutions trying to es-
tablish lueal libraries to have the item of
£250 taken out, and an even further re-
duction, over and ahove that, of more
than €100. He desired fo protest against
the reduetion of the item from £1,850 to
£1,500. The Minister for Works who was
Treasurer last vear, then said he would
make a speeial item of the travelling
library, but it was noi understoed for
one moment that when separating the
items he would reduce the vote for country
mechanies’ institutes by that amount. The
sum of £1.500 for all the mechanies’ in-
stitules in the State was very paliry.
Some of the institutions were doing ex-
cellent work with very small resources.
\WVith regard to land taxation and the in-
stifutions, there were hardships in some
cases. For instance, ihe Kalgoorlie In-
stitute and the Swan River Institute did
not receive the henefit of the exemptions
ag they had shops and offices which were
vated.  The institntes had embarked in
the investiment with the object of deriv-
ing more income for carrving on their
work. There was no real profit derived
outside of that hy the institutes. Other
institntions of a similar kind let their
halls at varions times in order to derive
an income also. That being so, if the
same interpretation were applied to all
of them, none of the institutions would
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be able to receive exemption under the
Jand tax. If there were to be exemp-
tions, the faet that these people tried to
increase their income in order to increase
the facilities of their institutions should
not be a veason for denying them those
exemptions. The institnte at Brown
Hill, although the hall was but seldom let,
and there were no shops attaehed, had
been asked to pay land tax. This, too,
notwithstanding the fact that they had
not the fee simple of the land, but
merely a perpetual lease. It seemed to
he unfair to wake this charge upon them.

The PREMIER: TIf the member for
Guildford would look at the Estimates he
would find that £1,850 plus £250 was
£2,100. On the iravelling libraries £250
had been spent, and £1,890 had heen
spent in connection with the various me-
chanies’ instirutes. This was the amount
shown on No. 10 statement.

Mr. Jobmsen: It is shown thai you
spent some fram last vear's vote,

The PREMIER: Nothing could he
spent from last year's vote.

Mr. Jobmson: These lump sum votes
are ansatisfactory.  bunbury got £33
out of it.

The PREMIER: s a matter of fact
£2,140 had bheen expended. Presumably
the elaim had not been put in until after
the finanecial vear. As to what the
Leader of the Opposition had said, the
only ease brought under his (the Pre-
mier’s) notice was that of the Swan
River Mechanies® Institute.  The execn-
iive of that institution, after cowsulting
a solieitor. had realised that they ecould
not claim exemption, and had made ap-
plieation for a speeial grant to enable
them to pay the land tax. Seeing,
however. that it was only a matter of
some £23. and in view of the faet that
their membership subscriptions amounted
to £800, and that they owned a property
of verv greai value, be had not felt jus-
tified in acceding to their rvequest. They
had not even a free reading room.

- Mr. Holman: Why give them a grant
of a handred pounds?

The PREMIER: They had got this
grant under the seale. This year, how-
ever, he had made aun alteration, and those
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institntes which had free reading rooms
were reeeiving £23 per cent. more on the
scale than the institutes whieh did not
provide public reading rooms.

Mr. Collier; What is the seale based
on, membership?

The PREMIER: The scale was bhased
on membership.  This particular insfi-
tute, although the subseription was only
12s. a year, provided the benefits of a
reading room, a cirenlating library, a
billiaxd room, and cleb room; and so,
having regard to all these matters, he
thought they were very lberally treated.

Mr. W. PRICE: Like other members,
he would have to protest against the re-
duetion of the vote for mechanics’ insti-
{utes, Tf the Government had been de-
sirous of providing the people vutside of
Perth with veasonable facilities for edu-
cation the vote would not have been re-
duced. It was the institutions in the
way-back centres which had to suffer.
Althongh he had been eonnected with
several of these meehanies’ institnies, he
had not yet known one outside of Perth
that was not in financial diffienlties. But
while the (fovernmenr were prepared to
assist in every way the Perth Museum
and other Perth institutions it was found
that ihe institutes with which the workers
of the Siate were assveiated were reduced
by £300. The Government might reason-
ably have allowed the vote to stand wn-
altered.

Mr, WALKER: It was a misfertune
that it was unpossibile to increase the vote
shown in the Estimates. Members could
protest, hut the protests were of no avail.
Year after vear he had drawn attention
to the paueity of expenditnre in respeet
to these mechanies’ institutes in small,
distant towns. To reduee them still fur-
ther was a species of meanness. It was
pot economy; it was cheese-paring. If
it conld be said that the Perth Musenm
could mot stand any further reduetion,
what should be said in respect to the vast
number of out-back institutions which
found themselves in a similar position?
Those who could least afford it were the
most affected. 1t was not eecomomy; it
was disregard for the baek couniry where
‘these institutions served an exceedingly
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valuable purpose, as indeed had been re-
cognised by past Govermments.  There
had not heen a siugle case in which it
could be said that extravagance had been
indulged in in respect to these institu-
tions. In anuiher vespect. too, the Cov-
ernment liad heen mean towards them.
Formerly they had been supplied with
copies of Ilansurd but they had now heen
cut off. and if they wanted the Hansard
they had to pay for it. In every pos-
sible way were these institutes being dis-
couraged.  Were they close to 1’erth,
and conld interview the Premier, he ven-
tured to think that they wounld noi he so
treated.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member
is imputing motives now: he must not do
that.

Mr. WALKER: There was
whatever to impute motives.

The Premier: Institutes of not
than 25 wmembers are nol affected.

Mr. WALKER: But the general voie
had been reduced by £390, which was an
enormous reduction in proporiion to the
reduction made on the Perth Museum and
Art Gallery vote. What the many in-
stitutions in Perth were to Perily, the
one institute was to the small goldfields
town in whieh it was situated. The Com-
mittee were powerless. The protest would
not effect any rvesult, vet it was wrong fo
these institutions as the amount ap-
peaved on {hie Estimates. He wonld like
an assuranice {hat next year if the present
Govermuenl were in office, these ounfside
institutions would et hetter ireatment.

The TREMTER: XNo one reretted
mere than he did that the finanees were
in such a positian that the Government
had to refuse requests where ofien they
wonld ke to aceede ko the wishes of the
people more espeeially in regard to oul-
hack institations. Tt was not proposed
to reduce the small institutes; those hav-
ing a membership up to 25 would receive
the £7 10s. srant as at present. He did
not feel at liberly to give am assurance
more than to say that he hoped il fn-
ances would he in such a state next vear
that the Government would he able to
deal more liherally ihan they had heen
ahle to do on the present Estimates.

no desire

more
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[tem, Zuological Gardens, €3,300.

Mr. KEENAN: Was the amount on
the Estimates anything more than neces-
sary for mainlenance! Did it provide
for purchases or improvemenis that could
he deferved?

The PREMLIER: From inguiries made
he was salistied that this amount was ab-
solutely down {0 bedrock. 1t was neves-
sary 1o owler to  keep ihe institution
going that the amount on fhe EBslimafes
should be  retained withont reduetion.
The committee this year were doing more
in the way ol popularising (he institution
than had been doue previously., To order
to afford an opporlunity to ehildren. and
these living vuatside the melropolitan area
to visit the Zoo, provision was made in
the way of camping arangemeni= and
water sapplies in order to allow country
children to visil the Zoo at a minimum
of cost. He understood that next week
60 or 70 children were coming from one
of the towns on the Great Southern Rail-
way with a view {o visiting the Zou, This
vear, instead of charging for swing hoats
and vides on the ponies, the whole would
be provided free of cost those who
eame first heing first served, The com-
mitier wished to make the instiiulion as
educational as possible. The oflicer who
controlled the institulion was most zeal-
ous, and was wrapped up in the work,
which was earried ont in the most eeon-
omiceal manner,

Mr. KEENAN: Did the amonnt mean
abselitely no more than wages, und sal-
aries. and upkeep, or did it embrace some
snms whieh were to he made available for
extensions. improvements, or the purchase
of animals, for any of these matters we
eould suspend expenditure and merely
keep the gardens in the stale thev were
in. He did not propese to criiicise the
services rendered or the intellizence of
the officer-in-clarge: hut he wanted an
assuranve that Lhe money was actually
rvequired for maintenance, that was keep-
inr things as (hey were al present. pre-
venting the animals frem starving, or the
monnds from deteriorating,

Mr. JOHXNSOXN : This was a very
wise expenditure, and e desired to pay
a tribute to the diveclor who was un-
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doubtedly enthusiastic, and got the best
results from the expenditure of the pub-
lic funds. While doeing this he wished
to congratulate the member for Kalgoor-
Jie in raising bis voice in protest, because
at last that member was fulfilling some
of the election pledges which he gave the
last time he and the hon. member met in
contest.

The CHATRMAN: ‘The bon. member
must not disenss that (nestion.

Mr. JOHNSON: There had been con-
siderable oppousition o this jtem on the
goldfields, largely on acecount of the able
way in which the vote had been eriticised
by the member for Kalgoorlie.  That
member had fried to convinee the people,
and had sncceeded n convineing them
that he should he returned to protest
against the expenditure of this money,
consequently the hon. member was doiag
ihat which he promised: but he {Mr.
Johnson) was inclined to think that he
wias doing il at the eleventh hour. Even
atl the eleventh hour it was desivable, but
the hon. member was a wiember of a Gov-
ernment when he had greater power and
should have raised his veice in protest
then. He was glad the hon. member
had at Jast stuek to some of his elee-
tioneering pledges.

The PREMIER: This amount repre-
sented absolutely bedrock. Tt eost a vou-
siderable amount for water and the up-
keep of the animals. He (the Premier) had
a very stormy inferview with the director
and several members of the commitiee
when it was found ihat the amount had
been reduced; but he had stoed to his
sung ar far as the vote was concerned.
because he realised at present it would
be unwise to do more than maintain the
wardens i the state they were at present.

Mr. KEENAN thanked the member for
{igildford for speaking in the way ble
had. but he was under the impression
that the hon. member had shaken the dust
of Kalgoorlie off his feet long ago, and the
people there bad forgotten his existence.
He (Mr. Keenan) never had but one view
with regard to these institutions. TIf the
public purse was in the posifion of baving
plenty of funds to spend in this direction
they could be spent, but when it was a
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matter of saving, then this was a diree-
tion in which we should esonomise. By
being a member of o Government in no
way altered that opinion. He took the
assurance of the Premier that this sum
was necessary for maintenance, but in
conneclion with an item of this charae-
ter the Premier should come to the House
possessed of figures showing the sums
paid in wages, the direetor's salary, and
the other imeviiable sonrces of expendi-
fure.

The Premier: The balance-sheet had
been laid on the Table,

Mr. KEENAN was not aware that the
balance-sheet had been cireulated.

The Premier: The hon. member wonld

se¢e how economieal the ecommittee bhad
been in wnot  having the balance-sheet
printed.

Mr. BCADDAN: This was one of the
papers that had been laid on the Table
fypewritten. and Parliament would bave
to spend woney to have it printed. Tn
regard to the item, so long as the Zoo was
sitnated in South Perth, and the cust of
reaching the pardens was so ureat, we
should always bhave this state of affairs
existing,

My, Hayward: Theve were 1.000 peo-
ple there on Mondav.

Mr. SCADDAN: That was a holiday,

- and vut of a population of, be supposed,

70,000, only 1,000 had visited this insti-
tution. T these gardens had been situ-
ated in a place where they could have
been renched without such a cost of get-
ting there, there would have Leen more
like 10.000 visiting the Zoological (Gardens
on a holiday, There was a fine bath
available at the Zoological Gardens at the
present time. The water which ecame
from the bore econtained certain properties
that were a sure cure for rhenmatism, and
the public had not in the past been made
aware of the fact that the waler was
available. Now, however, the fact was
heing made generally known. The Aceli-
matisation Comumittee had issued circulars
to members of the Assembly stating that
areangements had been made with regard
to childven visiting the grounds during the
suminer monilis. That was certainly an
advantage and the Fresh Air TLeague
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ou the goldfields ought to be notified of
the fact =0 that the children from those
parts might also take advantage of the
facililies offered.

Mr. W, PRICE: It was satisfactory to
knew that the pardens were to be made
available to schood ¢hildren in the manner
stated. There was no objection o the
item, hul he ohjected to items for outside
centres heing eut down  while a corres-
pondinr rednetion had not heen made in
the votes of institutions in the wetropolis,

Mr. HOLMAN: What the Acclimati-
sation Committee were doing with regard
to school children visiting the gardens
was veryv satisfactory. Many years ago
he snggested that greater faeilities should
be granted o sehool clildren to visit the
Zoo, and at the present lime it might he
possible (o 2o even further and admit all
children entirely free of charge. Tt a
pavent desired to take lwu or three ¢hil-
dren to the gardens the expense hecame too
heavy, and that fact prevented many peo-
ple from taking their children there. If
it were possible to bring about a re-
duetion in the eharges on the ferries the
resnit would be even more satisfactory.
With repard to the acelimatisation of fish
and birds, one did not hear very inuch
about that work, and it would be interesi-
ing to know what was going on. The
member for Wellingion had iaken a keen
inlerest in these matters, and he might he
able to inform the Commiltee how the
acelimatisation of fish in the portion of
the State he represented had succeeded.

Mr. HAYWARD: The question of the
acrlimatisation of fish had interested him
considerably, He infrodnced Knglish
pereh to the Collie river some two vears
ago, and al lhe present time people were
getting hetter perch there than he had
ever seen in the old eountry. The mem-
ber for Collie would he able to corrobor-
ate these statements. In other rivers in
the Wellingtou district there were plenty
of perelt, and in a few years’ time in all
the rivers in the Southern districts there
would be any quantity of Rnglish pereh.
The very small expenditure in connection
with this work of aeelimatisation had
been fully justified and the vesults most
aratifving.
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Mre, JACORY : It was to be hoped that
the Government would help the society
to carry on the work of acclimatization,
even al the expense of cutting down the
cozt of purchasing a few piculres for the
Art Gallery. It should he considered
sound economy to give to the society in-
creased funds for carrying out their work.

Mr. HAYWARD: Any hon. member
whao had a eiver ranning through his eon-
stitneney would an application be sop-
plied with iish for acelimalisation pur-
poges.  Thex were available now in any
quantity.

The PREMIER: The Acclimatisation
C'ommiittee did not confine their operations
io fish only. They had distrihuted fish,
fs would he =een in the veport, in many
rivers, and further than ihat, fhey had
sttreessfully aeelimatised deer and ante-
lope. and these were increasing sleadily.
Tt wa¥ gratifying {0 know thal members
considered that the work of ihe acelima-
tisation society was worthy of support.

Mr. BATH: There was always a risk
of diseases, hitherto unknown in Austra-
lia, being introduced by the liberation of
animals such as those mentioned by the
Premier, and while so much zeal was he-
ing displayed in connection with the dis-
tribution of these animals it would be as
well to be earefut and know exactly what
the outeome was going io he hefore the
prujeet was more widely embarked upon.

The PREMIER: The introduction of
redl deer and antelope inlo New Zealand
was followed by good results.

Voie put and passed.

Vote—Lithographic, £3,021:

Mr. BATH : This vote had heen refer-
red to in previous vears. As a separate
branch the Lithographic Department
should be abolished. and the work should
be controlled by ihe Government Printing
Office. This would save at least the three
items. “(lovernment Lithographer,”
“olerk.” and “caretaker and messenger,”
and wounld be au actual economy. Had
the Premier taken adviee on the malter,
heeause a saving ought to he effected with-
ont impairing efficieney?

The PREMIER: A report had been
furnished by the Government Printer to
the ex-Treasurer in rezard to amalgamat-
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ing the departments, but from the infor-
mation gained the Minister was not of
opinion a saving could be effected. At
present the Publie Service Commissioner
and Mr. MeGibbon were inguiring into
the department. Years age the Lands,
Mines, and Works Departments had se-
parate lithographic establishments, and
the cost was £10,000 a year, but an amal-
gamation of the work effected a consider-
able saving. There was a large amount
of confidential work carried out in the
Lithographie Department, sueh as striking
off stamps, railway tickeix, and work of
a similar natere invelving special treat-
nment. This was earried out in g highly
satisfactory manner, and judging by a
recen{ inspection the work seemed to be
carried out very economically. At the
same fime he was prepared to extend
inquiries into the department (o ascertain
whether any saving could be effected by
cartying out the hon. member’s snggestion.

Mr. BATH: If amalgamation were ef-
fected it would seem there wonld be no
need for a Government Lithographer who
presumably took no part in the actual
work.

The PREMIER: The Government Ti-
thographer was a technieal man, a
thorongh wood drafisman, and an expert
n photo. lithography.

Mr. BATH: Private firms had not the
two departmenfs separate. The Premier
shonld seck some advice from outsiders
as to whether amalgamation would be
practieable,

Item, Minimum Increases, £20:

Mr. SCADDAN: Would the Premier
give the information promised in regard
to the minimum increases? This seemed
a favourahle opportunity.

The PREMTIER: A reiurn was now
available giving the information in re-
aard to cach department.

Tote put and passed.

Yote—ELonden .gency, £4,248:

My. KEENAN: This vote could very
well be reduced in view of the approach-
ing appoiniment of a Federal High Com-
missioner. Hitherto the Agent General
went to London, not so muel: as a business
man, hul as a represeniative of the Siate
at social functions entailing a large per-
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sonal expenditure. The High Commis-
sioner wonld in fature represent the Com-
monwealth, and the representatives of the
States wonid not be required to come for-
ward aud incur expenditure the Agents
Geveral hitherto had incurred in this re-
gard. The expenditnre on the indent
office bad also to be taken into considera-
tion in dealing with the London Agency,
and the two siafls had to be added. It
was an unwarrantable expenditure when
we were doing everything possible to
economise in regard to moneys expended
in the State. A thousand pounds a year
wonld he sufficient for an Agent General
whose duties would be to open up marksts
for tlhe State’s products, and possibly to
advertise the products and altend to im-
migration and other matters which a busi-
ness man would paturally discharge in the
interests of the State. Also the staff eould
well he reduced. Tar less than those em-
ployed would be sufficient to earry out any
programme a business man would consider
necessary to earry out to advance the in-
terests of the State, Therefore it was
his intention {o mave at the proper stage
that the total vote be reduced by £1,000.
Could that he done?

The CHATRMAN: A rnling would be
oiven when the hon. nember moved.

Mr. REENAN: Members were en-
titled to courtesy from the Chair. When
the whole vote was put would it be in
arder to move?

The CHAIRMAN: The whole vote had
already been put from the Chair.

Mr. KEENAN: After the discussion of
the items wounld it then be in order to
move a reduction of the whole vote?

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
at any time conld move an amendment
relevant to the question put from the
Chair.

Mr. KEENAN: One felt sure the
Chairman did not desire to give an an-
swer and leave the Committee in a stafe
of doubt as to what it meant. and one
eonld assume it would be correct that
after {he items were discussed a motion
would be received to reduce the whole
vote by some substantial amount. There-
fore when that stage was reached he would
move. and if he would not be in order
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in doing so le assumed the Chair wonld
now intimate it.

Mr. BATH: Refore members could
form any opinion in regard to the ex-
penditure uecessavy on this department,
there should he some statement from the
Premier as to the intentions of the Gov-
ernment in regard to filling the posi-
tion now left vacant by Mr. Rason'’s re-
tirement. Until members knew what
were the intentions of the Government,
aud what particular functions the Govern-
ment expected the Agent General to
fulfil in the future, they would be in the
dark as to the amount of money that
should be voted. In regard to the appoint-
ment of a High Commissioner the in-
terests of Western Australia might be
subordinated. Unless a wise selection of
a High Commissioner were made, the in-
dividual States would not profit to any
great extent by the appointment. If we
were to have a gentleman merely going
Home with the idea of identifying him-
self with social life, Western Australia
would not derive any very great profit.

(Sitling suspended from G.15 to 7.30
p.m.)y

Mr. BATH: Too much emphasis was
laid on the social qualifications neecessary
for the hoider of the position of Agent
General and too little on the business ap-
litude required. During the discussion on
the salary to he paid to the High Com-
missioner for Australin great emphasis
was laid on the faet that that gentleman
must reeeive a large salary and the ne-
cessary expenses in order to enable him
ta “hold up his end of the log™ with the
other ambassadors in London. He agreed
with the member for Kalgoorlie as to the
qualifications necessary for a representa-
tive of fhis State, in view of the appoint-
ment in the near future of a High Com-
missioner.  In the past the Australian
point of view had not been sufficiently
emphasised by the holders of the office of
Agent General. Repeatedly in journals
published in BEugland attacks had been
made, and even libels made, on Australia,
and in many instances had been allowed
to go unchallenged. Some of the worst
offenders in this respect were those for
whom' Australia had done a great deal,

[ASSEMBLY.)

for whow Australia had produced wealth,
men who had amassed fortunes ouni here
and had gone to England to spend them,
and who instead of being thankful to the
country that placed them in the position
often libelled it. For Western Ausivalia
as for the Commonwealth. a man was
needed who would not only he ahle tno
advance our interests, keeping us in
touch with all the latest movements in
business, so that our growing pro-
duefions in various directions might
find markets, but a man who wounld
always remember he was an Ausiralian,
one with a thorough knowledge of the
capabilities of Australia, and one cver
ready to resent attacks upon and defend
those eapabilities. Many representatives
of British dominions hnd attached them-
selves to those who, under the plea thai
they were advaneing Imperial inferests.
were helping along party polities. Our
representative should keep entirely free
from that atmosphere. There was an ex-
cellent opportunity now for a complete
review of the work and the requirements
of this department. The position was now
practically vacant. A gentleman was hold-
ing the office temporarily and with re-
gard to that gentleman eomplaints had
heen urged in the past, and with a great
deal of reason, that the man who ocen-
pied the position of secretary to the Lon-
don Ageney, should keep in tonch witl
the State. At present the secretary to the
Ageney was altogether out of touch with
the position of Austvalia, owing to the
fact that he had been away for so long.
It would be a good thing if the appoint-
ment to that posifion were for a speeified
period, and that the efficer should either
pay periodieal visits here, to make him-
self acquainted with vur progress, or else
that the oceupaul shonld be changed per-
iodieallv. None would contend for a
moment that the officer was capable of
fulfilling the position of Ageni (eneral
for any length of time. Now, therefore.
we had an excellent opportunity of decid-
ing what had been nrged in_this House
betore, that the appointment showld be in
the nature of the selection of a commer-
cial agent for Western Australia, one to
whom the advancement of Western Aus-
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tralian business institutions would be the
first consideration, and with whom social
qualifieations would be secondary. Such
an agent must have all round qualifiea-
tions,

Mr. Scaddan: There is no one more
all-round than the Premter.

My. BATH: The position should be
vpen to eompetition and we should have
a large selection to choose from, just as
in the selection of someone to the position
of Railway Commissioner, or Public Ser-
vice Commissioner. With the prospect
of the appoiniment being made in the
near future, the Committee were entitled
to some direct statement from the Gov-
ernment as to their intentions with re-
gard to the position. The attitude of
the Government in regard to this matter
would largely determine the attitude he
would adopt on the proposal of the mem-
ber for Kalgoorlie. If we were to have
proper representation from the point of
view of Western Australian intevests, the
sum of £1500 a year was not too high,
for a good man would be worth that
moneyv, and we could not reasonably ask
that he shonld oecupy the office for less.
In regard to the other items in the vote,
however, one could not speak with the
same degree of certainty, but the first
position in the office was worth the sal-
ary. With a good man we eould reason-
ably expeet that he wounld be able to re-
form the department in keeping with the
reqnirements of Western Australia.
Whether a High Commissioner was ap-
pointed in the near future, or not, we
would need representation, and the best
of representation for Western Australia.

AMr. BUTCHER: As the High Com-
wissioner Bill was passed by the Federal
House, and a suvitable gentleman would be
appointed to that position, it would neces-
sarily follow that a certain amount of
work would be taken by him off the office
of our Londen Ageney. Not only wonld
the High Commissioner be called upon
to tulfil the social portion of the depart-
meutal work, bt he must necessarily take
from that department a eonsiderable
amdunt of the general Dusiness. He
must eonfess that he felt strongly inelined
to support the memher for Kalgoorlie in
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his move to reduee the vote. Certainly
there was reom in the vote for great econ-
omies. During his recent visit to the
old eountry he visited the London Agency
many tirpes, and it always appeared to
him that the office was rather extravag-
antly managed, and that there were more

hands employed than were necessary.
Certainly there might be organisation

with advantage. It was to he hoped the
Premier would see his way to go Home to
England as Premier and do something in
the divection of organizsing the depart-
ment. There was no necessity to provide
the huge sum of £1,500 a year for re-
muneration for the head of that depart-
ment, which could be managed by a see-
retary on a much smaller salary. He
waould not commit himself exactly to the
amount the vote might he reduced by,
but he felt with the member for Kal-
goorlie that there should be economies,
and consequently he thought it lkely be
wonld he fonnd snpporting that member
in the matter.

Mr. OSBORN: The Leader of the Op-
position was quite right when he said
that Western Australian maiiers reqnirved
at least some special attention at our own
hands for some hLitle time fo come. The
reasen assigned by the member for Kal-
goorlie for his advoeacy of a reduction
of the vote for the department was that
a High Commissioner was likely to be
appointed in the near future. None knew
who was to be appointed to the position
but it was pretty well recognised that
someone would be chosen before long.
However that might be, the sum of £1,500
for an Agent General in London had al-
ways been insufficient o enable the holder
of that office to keep up to the position
properly.

Mr. Underwood: And there has been
very insufficient representation too.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. OSBORN: Whether the Agents
General of the past had ability or not did
not matter, for we were diseussing not
the personal ability of the holders of the
office but the position itself. If we had
heen as unfortunate, as some members ap-
peared to think, in our representation
London, that had not been the fanlt of
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the position, but speaking personally, he
had tbe greatest appreciation for the
gentleman who had just rvetired from the
oflice.

My, Heitmann: You have more than I
have.

Mr. OSBORN: Credit should be given
to this gentleman who had filled the
office for having displayed ability. s
far as the recent Agent (Feneral was con-
cerned, ihe remarks of some of the hon,
members who had spoken could be taken
ag an indieation that he had ability and
had been eminently fifted to fill the posi-
tion. At the same time the sum of £1,500
musL liave been very paliry for the late
Apent General to enable him to do the
work he had carried out for Western Aus-
tralia during his peviod of office. The
Commnitiee should not agree to reduce the
item at the present juneture, There
would he plenty of time to take into con-
sideration the question of a reduction
when we were sure that the High (‘om-
missioner would he appointed, and when
we reccived an assurance that this gentle-
man wounld give Western Australia some
consideration. As to the suggestion of
the member for Kalgoorlie that we simply
required an indent agent—ihe member
did not use thal expression, but from his
remarks it could be judged that the officer
whe would 611 the position would be noth-
ing more than an indenf agent—if we
made sueh an appointment, Western Aus-
tralin would allow herself to drifi back
very considerably. We had veached that
particular point when we vequired every
effort to be put forward and io be given
the opportunity to place our views and
our reanirements hefore the people of the
old country. We talked about au indent
arent being able to do all that was neces-
gary under {he heading of the “London
Ageney.”” but what bope had an indent
officer of filling the position. He would
he a person who was capable of going
into the pros and cons of testing ecast-
iron and sfeel. overhanling locomotives,
testing rvails. ete.. and his time would he
pretty well accupied in that partienlar
braneh of lbusiness which Western Ans-
tralia was (ransaeting in the old enuntry:
and it wonld he atterly absurd to expeet
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him to earry out the necessary functions
that were associated with the office of
Agent (leneral.

Mr. Underwood: What are they?

AMr. OSBORN: 1f the hon. member
did not know il was time that he learnt.
The hon. member had been anly too ready
fo interject that the lale Agent General
had vt been eapable of carrying out his
duties: thevefure, it was io be concluded
that the hou. member had some iden whal
the dulies of the office were.

Mr. Heitmann: We knew him hefore
he went Home.

Mr. OSBORN: At any vale he (M.
Oshortr) had every vespect for the late
Agent General: he had done more pood
for Western Australia than any other
gentleman who had vepresented the State
in London, and he still recognised that he
had a great deal more ebility than many
wembers in the House, ineluding himself.

Mr. Heitmann: You have a poor
opinion of yourself,

Mr. OSBORN had a greater opinion
of himself than he had of the hon. mem-
ber who interjected. However, that was
a matter of opinion, and no doubt if the
member for Cue were asked a similar
question, he wounld say that he had a
better opinion of himself than of the
memher for Roebourne. Tt was to be
hoped that the Committee wonld not ab-
alish the department of the Agent Gen-
eral, or even veduce it hy £1,000. After
all. the amount of £4,248 was not a bhiz
item for the services rendered by the
London Ageney which were very valuable
indeed to Western Australia, and were
far more valuable than some hon. mem-
bers thought. We also knew in the past
that our Agents (eneral had heen suceess-
ful from a social point of view as well a=
from a business point of view in fur-
thering the interests of Western Austra-
lia, and as Western Australia had heen
well represented in the past the Commit-
tee should permit that representation fo
continne until we were satisfied that the
change in the direction indieated by the
Federal Parliament wonld be beneficial to
Western Australia.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Leaving oui al-
fogether the nuestion whether he approved
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of the Ageni General or not, the position
was that it was the intention of the Fed-
eral Parliament to appoint a High Com-
wdssioner.  The dulies of that High
Cowmissioner would be to represent Aus-
tralia at the various funetions, and do the
work which was now heing done by our
Agenl Geueral, and if we left the agent
there to earry on his work in the future
as it had been carried on in the past, it
would simply be adding another to the
erveat crowd who were drawing money
from the State, and not returning fair
value for that money. The Leader of the
Opposition was of opinion that the High
Commissioner would only attend to the
social funetions. That was all our Agent
General was doing at the present time.
There was practically no other duty for
the Agent General in London than to at-
fend these social functions. In faet that
was what he had been appointed for.

Mr. Angwin: You are wrong there.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Australia could
do with one gentleman to attend te all
ihe soeial functions. The Leader of the
Opposition had pointed out too that many
men who were snpposed to have repre-
sented Australia at certain periods al-
lowed libels to he eireulated in London,
while some of these gentlemen had them-
selves used libels against Australia pretty
freely. He bad in mind one gentleman
in partieular, Sir Horace Tozer. the Agent
(Teneral for Queensland, and that kind of
thing would always oceur while the ap-
pointment of Agent (teneral remained a
politieal one. Siv Horace Tozer was
only vepresenting the great “Anti-Sosh”

ciowd in London, and necessarily he
lihelled everything in connection with
Australia, partiendarly  the legislation

which had emanated fram the party op-
posed to the great anti-socialists. There
were many statements made by Sir Hor-
ace Tozer whieh were most extraordinary,
particnlarly with regard to the immigra-
tion restrietion lemislation, and Ausrralia
could not afford to send men to London
simply to give the opinion of one politi-
cal party in Australia.  Therefore. it
would be a better policy to abolish the
office entirely and appoint a business man
in Tondon, pay him a salary, and permit

1407

the appointment o he made from the
public serviee instead of politically.
After all, it the appointment were a
political one ihe gentleman appointed
could oaly be expected to go to London
to work peints for the partienlar political
party that appointed him. The leader
of the Opposition said he would not come
to a decision on the question until he had
beard what arrangements had been made
for the future in connection with the posi-
iton. He (Mr. Underwood) intended to
support any reduetion proposed by the
member for Kalgoorlie or anyone else,
and if anyone went so far as to suggest
that the whole vote should be wiped out,
he would vote in that direction also. In-
formation which he had had from peo-
ple who had beeu in London went to show
that the offiee was one of the most ridic-
ulous things Western Anstralia had ever
perpelrated. The secretary knew no-
thing whatever ahout Western Australia;
indeed, he seemed to think it a eredit not
to know anything at all abont the beastly
colonies.  Running down the list of
Agents General for Western Australia it
seemed that of all Sir Walter James had
heen the only man who had had any
ability, commercial or political.  The
office was useless and the vote presented
an exeellent opportunity for exereising
true economy.

Mr. JACOBY: Tt seemed to be the
opinion of several members that -the
Agent General’s office should be converted
into a businesy office, and that the Agent
Genaval should become a general agent.
Tt was unfortunate that when these ap-
pointnients were made politieal considera-
tions were paramount. He would not be
prepared to support a heavy reduction in
the vote, because e was of opinion that
a reaily wnod bhusiness man, eapable of
doinz the financial work of the State,
could not be secured for £1.300 a year
A satisfaclory Agent General might be
available at that amount, but not a good
business man. He eould not agree that
the office was nnnecessary, becaunse even
when we had a High Commissioner that
official would not take over the finanecial
work of the States. or at all events not
for some considerable time to come. The

w
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number of clerks employed in the office
certainly seemed fo be excessive, and
probably no injusiice would have been
done if the Treasurer, in making up the
Bstimates, had run his pen through a
couple of them. He would repeat that
it was unwise to talk of redueing the sal-
ary of the gentleman performing the
duties of the office of Agent General, be-
cause if it were intended to place large
financial responsibilities in the hands of
one poorly paid, then bon. members
would have only themselves to blame if
corruption were to creep into the office.
The PREMIER: The fact that &
birthday honour had been offered to a
distinguished statesman of Australia was
apparently the reason why the hon. mem-
ber for Kalgoorlie considered that there
was every probability of that statesman
being appoioted to the High Commis-
sionership. But whilst rumenr had been
busy in that respect the same gentleman’s
name had been mentioned in connection
with the post of president of the inter-
State Commission. In regard to the
question of the appointment of Agent
General, although it might appear to
some hou. members that the functions
earried out by the Agent General were
not of a very important character, yet
as one who had had some experience in
dealing with two Agents General, he was
perfectly aware of the many important
duties those gentleman had to carry out.
irrespective of the social functions of
whieh so much had been heard. In sop-
port of the proposed reduetion one hon.
member had stated that the funetions of
the Agent General would be practically
confined to the duties of an indenting
agent, to opening up markets for produce,
and attending to immigrants; while more
important matters in conneection with fin-
ance were not referred to. He (the Pre-
mier) agreed with Mr. Jacoby that these
latter were the most important functions
the Apent General had to carry out, and
antil arrangements liad been entered inio
between the States and the Commonwealth
with regard to the transfer of State debis
he did not see that there was any likeli-
hood that the fulfilling of the same fune-
tions would not continue to be requived
go far as Western Aunstralia was con-
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cerned. As a rule our loan moneys aver-
aged something like one million pounds
per annum. The Apgent General was
largely responsible for the snccess or
otherwise of these flotations. Ii was
largely on his advice that the London
market was approached. Of course the
position would be entirely different if the
financial funetions were taken over by
the Commonwealth, or if the Common-
weallh were allowed any voice in the
raising of State loans. The matter bad
been discussed on several oceasions, and
quite recenily the various Agents General
were instructed by their respective Gov-
ernments to report on the matter of the
funetions of the High Commissioner. In
dealing with this they had said—

““There remains to he considered
what would be the pozrition of the High
Commissioner’s office if such transfer
were not made. Shorn of the State
business, the High Commissioner’s
office, though one of great dignity.
would not be imporiant from u busi-
ness point of view.”

That was the point raised hy the Leader
of the Opposition—ihat althangh from a
social point of view the funetinns of the
representative of Australia would devolve
npon the gentleman appointed to that
position, it did not necessarily follow that
he would hecome an aclive vepresenintive
of the various States. The report con-
tinued— :

He would; of conr<e, he the channel
lhrough which diplomalie conimuniea-
tions would be made 1o ihe Cotonial
Office, but the cable has so greatly sim-
plified the business of negutiation, that
diplomatie work in London  has lost
much of its imporlance,  MHe wonld
voice the opinion of the Commonweallh
Government in the public Press, and
would probably be given the work of
advertising the Commonwealth as =n
whole. TIn regard to immigration his
inflnence wonld be limited to the extent
of the em-operation of the Slaies, but
in the matter of commercial avencies
he would have fair sevpe, especially if
the States did noi maintain their nwn
separate agencies, and he would super-
vise the orders placed in BEurope for
material such as warlike stores. tele-
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graphiec material, etcetera, required by
the Commonwealth departments, and in
addition he would bhave the social duties
which naturally attach themselves to
the accredited representative of the
Commonwealth. Consonant with his re-
stricted functions the High Commis-
sioner would probably require less
salary than would otherwise be award-
ed himy, and his staff would be corres-
pondingly less. As a matter of fact if
all things be eonsidered the work of a
High Commissioner would not be es-
sentially greater than, even if so great
as, that of the Agenl General of an im-
portant State, for no duty that eould
be given to the Commissioner could be
compared in importanee with the work
of negotiating a large loan or the carry-
ing out of an important finaneial oper-
ation.”

That was the report made by those gen-
tlemen. In dealing with this matter he
would like to point out that these various
departments would still remain under our
control, As a matter of fact the functions
of the Agent General’s office might be
divided into four subdivisions, although
theoretieally worked from one office.
Those subdivisions would he—general
hraneh, commercial branch, branch for the
purchase and inspection of waterial, and
hranch for the inseription of stoek and
payment of interest. As a matter of fact
these distinet branches did not exist. Can-
ada, after an experience of 25 years, still
maintained her Agents General. Twenty-
five years ago when the High Commis-
sioner for Canada was appointed it was
said that the necessity for State agencies
would disappear: but althongh all those
intervening years had elapsed since the
appoiniment had been made, all the pro-
vinees of Canada were still represenied
in London.

Mr. Underwood: By Agents General?

The PREMIER: By whatever title
they might be known there was a repre-
seniative of each of the provinces. Aec-
cording to the latest available informa-
Hon the annual expenditure of the Can-
adian High Cowmmissioner’s office, inclnd-
ing agepetes and immigration, was
£200,000, As a matter of fact but a very
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small suis was provided in the High Com-
missiouer’s Bill for the parpose of a
High Commissioner of Australia. He
(the Premier) could not say exactly what
the sum was, hut he clearly remembered
that on seeing it set down he had thought
it was not sufficient for the important
position to be occupied. In regard to the
London Oflice eerfain reductions had been
made, and if £1,000 was taken off the
vote it would be practically impossible
for the office to carry on. The incidentals
represented £1,200, made up of £500 for
vent, £400 for stationery, postages, tele-
phone rents, eable messages, etcetera, and
£300 for expenditure in the event of mak-
ing a transfer of an Agent General
There was every probahility some reduc-
tions might be made in the other items.
He had made no seeret of his idea that
a certain reorganisation should take place
when a new appointment was made.

Mr. Heitmann: Will you promise to
look into it when you go Home?

The PREMIER: As the hon. member
kindly suggested that might be done by
him, As a matter of facl, people in all

‘quarters of the Stale were apparvently

anxious he should take up the position of
Agent General, but he had never inti-
mated to anyone he intended to take the
position. It was even said that because he
stated he wounld nnt take the position he
was going to take it: hul the leader of
the Opposition had not said he would
take the position. and was that a reason
to say the leader of the Opposition was
woing Home?  Assuming the suggestion
were adopted that whoever was appointed
should be a man with a certain amount
of business ability—i was presumed the
pevson appointed would alse need to have
some knowledge of Western Australia—
and even if rhe appointment were made
apart from auy political aspeet, it would
not be contended that £1,500 per annum
was excessive pavment, As the member
for Swan pointed out. it was only fair
and reasonable a man in a position of
trust should receive a fair remuneration
and be able to live decently. It was under-
stood it cost considerably more for a man
to live in London than in any of the
States.
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Mr. Heitmann : It is not a bit too much
for a good man.

The PREMIER: The position of Agent
General was one of the most important
positions in the gift of the Government.
The details of loan flotations were in the
Agent General’s hands; and even if State
debis were transferred, it was the opinion
of most members that freedom of borrow-
ing should be retained by the States. At
any rate, if a reduction were made it
would certainly restriet the choice, it
would simply limit the appointment to a
man with independent private means, and
that surely was not advisable? We knew
that the appointment of the High Com-
missioner of Canada was largely due to
the fact that, while the pentleman ap-
pointed was a representaiive statesman,
at the same time he was possessed of an
ample private income. It would be un-
wise o do anything to lower the prestige
of the London Office. There was no need
to say anything further except that a re-
organisation might be effected with some
advantage, It was advisable that certain
alterations should be made in the person-
nel of the staff, that men with 2 more in-
timate knowledge of Western Ausiralia
should supersede some who had not been
able to get into toneh with the State. In
fact, a large proportion of them really
had never had any knowledge of Western

Australia. Improvement might be effected.

by appointing to the office men who were
in touch with Western Australia and its
resources, and a re-organisation on those
lines wounld be of advantage to the State
zenerally.

Mr. ANGWIN: It was pleasing to
hear the Premier say there shonld be a
change of staff. The need for an Agent
(General for the State would be equally as
important when the High Commissioner
was appointed as now; in faet, the echaneces
were the Agent General wounld be of
sreater benefit to us than was the ease in
the past. Suflicient information had not
been disseminated throughout England as
to the State. Tn many parts of England
people did not know where Western Aus-
tralia was. In the ease of Canada the
business was entirely in the hands of the
various representatives of the Provinces.
and thronghout England one heard of

[ASSEMBLY.)

Canada wherever one went. The (‘anu-
dian money was well spent in England
and (Canada was well adverfised, bat in
the caose of Western Aunstralia the money
was not spent to the best advantage to-
wards making the State well known
thronghout the length and breadth of
Fngland. It was 1o he hoped there
woulidl be no atlempt Lo reduce the vote,
hecanse there would be no chance of the
Higl Commissioner heing in London be-
fore the 30ih June next, so that even
in rezard to the social position our Agent
General would need to remain until that
date. He would support the retention of
the vote.

Mr. Scaddan: Why not move to in-
crease it by £1,0004

Mr. ANGWIN: It there was a good
man sent to England—perhaps, the Pre-
mier would be a gaod man—one who real-
ised the interests of the State and who
would see that the State was well adver-
tised, then an inerease would be beneficial.
Last vear he (Mr. Angwin) had moved
to reduce the vote in nrder to call atlen-
tion to the need for an interchange of
officers, but nothing was done in that direc-
tion beeanse the amendment was lost by
one vote. The Premier uow evidently real-
ited it wounld he an advantage to have
persons from Western Australia in the
London Office.

Mr. W. PRICE: The argument ad-
vaneed by the hon, member wounld influ-
ence one to vote for a reduction. The
hon. member, who had visited Eneland,
told uns that people in England did not
know where Western Australia was,
which was a foreible argument for an
alteration in the office: and when the
hon. member told us that the monev for
advertising was not spent to the best ad-
vantage, it was again an argument that
we should have a husiness man instead
of a political——

Mr. Underwaood: Derelict.

Mr. W. PRICE: It was ruestionable
whetlier one would be in order in referring
to politieal derelicts or politieal outeasts,
but the arenment of the memher for East
Fremantle was certainly in favour of the
appointment of a business man. There
was £650 for a secretary. We might
reduce that salary and make it in aceord-
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ance with salaries paid in ordinary busi-
ness houses. Again the Premier did not
wish the House to imagine it was peces-
sary to pay £662 for clerks. There was
an item of £50 for the Premier’s secre-
tary. It would be interesting to know
how this money was expended, and who
received it. Cerlainly the vote conld be
reduced by £1,000. If there was a chance
of suceess he would move to strike out
the whole vote, net -to abolish the office
but to reorganise it and have it put on
a more businesslike footing. What
was the gain to the State to have
some  individoal in  London to at-
tend to soetal funetions? The only
State to appeint a non-political Apgent
General was New South Wales when they
sent Mr, Coghlan to England, and
he was the only one who had proved a
success, That gentleman had never hesi-
tated to give the lie direct to men like
Sir Horace Tozer. The Agent General’s
position appeared to be looked upon as a
place where ex-Premiers went in the hope
that they would receive a title. If they
wanted a fitle let them go to England and
keep themselves there at their own ex-
pense. There was appearing on the Es-
timates provision amonnting to £300 for
the expenses of the new Agent General
in going to England. Why should the
State pay that gentleman his expenses
on the road? He was going Home to
look for a title, and should pay his own
expenses. The fime had come when, in
the interests of economy, we should re-
duce our expenditure in conneection with
the London Office. The Government re-
fused funds in cennection with eduea-
tional requirements and for the upkeep
and support of the sick and suffering,
refused money on all hands to the people
instead of reducing the expenditure in
connection with the Agent Generals
office. On the conirary the amount had
been increased by £235 as ecompared with
last year. Good old social funections
must bhe attended to, while the Govern-
ment could not find the money to help
the siek. Instead of having a figure head
to go to banquets, the Government should
appoint a8 man who would be in his office
from 9 am. to 4 pm. attending to his

53
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work. We needed s business man there,
and one could be obtained for less than
£1,500 a year. A secretary might be ap-
pointed for less than £650 a year, for
surely £400 would be sufficient for that
position. He intended to vote for the
reduction of the item.

Mr. BROWN: Should the member for
Kalgoorlie agree to reduce his amendment
to £300 he would support it. At present
half the year had gone, and it conse-
quently would not be wise to reduce the
total vote by £1,000. His reason for
voting for the reduetion would be as a
protest against keeping in the office of
the Agent General an under-secretary
who had been there for many years and
who was practically out of touch with the
State; anyhow he would vote against any
increase in the department.

Ttem, Agent General, £1,500:

Mr. BATH: In view of the fact that
8ir Cornthwaite Rason vacated the posi-
tion in October, and a temporary appoint-
ment had been made, undoubtedly some de-
cision must have been arrived at by the
Government in regard to the foture. He
had already asked the Premier to give an
intimation to members as to the inten-
tion of the Government with regard to
filling the office. Members were entitled
to some information on the guestion. If
we received an intimation that it was
proposed to convert the office into a com-
merecial ageney, to adjust it on new lines,
to have not only the Agent General but
also other officers, especially the secre-
tary, thoroughly eonversant with the eon-
ditions in Australia, then to his mind
the vote would not be too much. If we
had a thorough business man as Agent
General, and a good wan as secretary,
the sum appearing on the Estimates
wonld be necessary to have the State’s
true positien placed before the people in
the old country, to have questions of
finance attended to, and our business as
a State going to export in the future,
kept in the foreground.

Mr. Scaddan: Who will see that the
new Agent General is a business man?

Mr. BATH: If we received an intima-
tion from the Government that a busi-
ness man would be appointed. or in the
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event of reeeiving no promise to that
effect, if the House ordered this to be
done then it wonid be for the Government
to appoint a business man.

Mr. Scaddan: Do you mean that the
appointment shonuld be mnon-political?

Mr. BATH: The Government should
advertise the position and so have the
best selection to choose from. If a
gentleman could fulfil all the necessary
qualifieations, and at the same time be a
politician, there was no objection to it.
Members were entitled to some intima-
tion as to the intentions of the Govern-
ment.

The PREMIER: Just previously to
the expiration of the term of office
of Sir Cornthwaite Rason, members had
been informed that the Hon. S. Burt bad
been approached with the object of as-
certaining whether he would take the
position of acting Agent General until
the Government came to a decision with
regard to a permanent appointment. The
question of the High Commissioner had
natorally some effeet upon the appoint-
ment, and the Government considered it
would be advisable to hold over the selec-
tion until some reorganisation might be
effeeted in the Agent General's nffice.
Nothing further had been done, and no
person had been singled out for that ap-
pointment. At the same time if in the
opinion of the Government an individual
couwld satisfactorily represent the State
the faect that he was a politician surely
shouid not be a bar to his appeintment.
There seemed to be an inelination all round
to bar politicians from appointments.
Thile he was averse to politieal appoint-
ments, at the same time the fact of a
man being in polities should certainly
not be a bar to his oecupying the position.
No appointee had yet been selected. but
it was the intention of the Government
to effect a reorganmisation. and whether
lie should go home to England for a
eouple of months with that end in view,
or otherwise, had not yet been determined.
Tt was the intention of the Government
to effeet that reorganisation with a view
of appointing men in the Agent General's
office who bad some knowledze of West-
ern Australia.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mr. KEENAN: Would the Prewier
tell the Committee whether the aeting
Agent General received any additional
salary as such, or whether the salary for
the position and the rent of the house was
being saved, and would continue 1o he
saved until the permanent appeintment
was made.

The Premier: What do yon mean hy
“rent of the house”?

Mr. EEENAXN: Undoubtedly when the
Agent General vacated the office he left
the honse.

The Premier: The Agent General had
to find his own lhouse.

Mr. KEENAN: But the Premier said
that there was a sum of £500 for rent.

The Premier: That was for office vent.

Mr. KEENAN: Well, bow muoch was
being paid to the secretary of the depart-
ment for filling the position of aeting
Agent General?

The PREMIER: In accordance with
precedeni the acting Agent General was
receiving the difference beiween his sal-
ary and that of the Agent General while
he was ecarrying on the duties of Agent
General, that was, he was being
paid at the rate of £1,050. With
‘regard to the £500 vreferred to, this
amount was for the rent of offices.
As a matter of faet Vietoria at the pres-
ent time was spending an amount of
£70,000 in the erection of new offices; onr
amonnt of £500 must therefore be looked
upon as very reasonable.

My. TAYLOR: Some time previously,
when the gentleman who oceupied the
position of secretary to the London
Agency was found fault with on the
grounds of his long ahsence from Western
Australia. which rendered him absolutely
out of touch with the progress of the
State. the then Treasurer. who was now
Minisier for Works, intimated to the
Committee that the question of appoint-
ing an up-to-date successor would he con-
sidered. He (Mr. Taylor) had already
intimated that this office should he filled
by under secretaries of the various de-
partments of the State for a perind of
three vears, and in that way the officers
wonld he up-fo-date and kept in touch
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with the progress of the various industries
in the State. The present secretary counld
only keep himself in touch with West-
ern Australian affairs through the Press.

Mr. Seaddan: Put Mr. North in his
place.

Mr. TAYLOR: Even the appointment
of Mr. North to the position would bene-
fit the State. Hon. members might
think differently, but if they knew that
ventleman as he (Mr. Taylor) knew him
they would change their opinion. Any
under secretary in the State at the pres-
ont time would be more qualified to fill
the position of seeretary to the London
Agency than the gentleman who at pres-
ent held that office. The Premier only
that evening pointed out the necessity of
having a man as Agent General who
thoroughly lknew Western Australia, and
who was a sound commercial and business
man, and whose political views did not
interfere with the position. The present
seeretary however had not been in the
State for twenty years and a man who,
after such a long absence. eame back to
the State to-day, would certainly find a
vast difference. If the Premier under-
took the trip to England during the re-
cess there was no doubt that in going
through the various departments in the
Agent General’s office he would he able
to reorganise them, and whoever might
he in charge of the Estimates next year
would be able to refer to the advantage
of that investigation and reorganisation
which had been carried out by the Prem-
ier during his stay in the old country.
There was a prevailing opinton, however,
that when the Premier arrived in Eng-
land he would see the necessity for re-
maining there to earry out his organisa-
tion scheme completely. The gentleman
who filled the office of secretarv should
be a man with up-to-date knowledge of
Western Australia; he should know every-
thing about every industry, and an ab-
sence of three years from the State wonld
he snfficiently lonz. Tf anvone went to
the office of the Agent General o =ecure
information ahont Western Australia the
secretary wounld bhe the first officer to
he interrogated as to the possibilities of
thiz eonntry for purposes of setilement,
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and if the interrogator were informed
that the secretary bad not been in West-
ern Australia for some twenty years,
when the population was only 40,000
people, whereas now it was something
under 300,000 people, he would certainly
declare that the seeretary was unot a per-
son who would be eompetent to give the
information which was sought, and he
would appeal to somebody who had more
knowledge of the country.

Mr. KEENAN: It had been his ip-
tention to move a large reduction in the
whole vote but in view of the discussion
he did not think be would be junstified in
moving that that reduetion shonld exceed
£500. The Treasurer had spoken of the
importance of the questions of finance,
and he had assured the Committee that
the dulies associated with the question of
loans were such that shonld net warrant
the Commiltee in taking any steps to re-

dnce the expenses either in the sal-
ary of the Agent General or in
the expenses of the office, but he

(Mr. Keenan) ventured to say that when
a loan was negotiated in London, althongh
the Agent General took a great responsi-
bility in connection with it, there was
very little work for him to do with regard
to it. The bulk of the work was done by
the underwriters and the Agent General
advised the Government, who in furn
issued instruetions. Further, the Trea-
surer assuwred the Commitiee that a sav-
ing might be made at the expense of the
staff, but at a time when all the votes
were bheing ecut down, to achieve that
cconomy it should not be necessary to
suggest that a saving should be made, it
should have been attempted in the Esti-
inates which had been laid on the Table.
On the firures submitted, if no appoint-
ment were made until March next, in
eonnection with the office of Agent Gen-
eral, a saving wonld be effected to the
extent of £373, even making allowance
for the increase in the salary paid to the
seeretary. When it was borne in mind
that the Indent Office and the Agent Gen-
eral’s Office were practicelly one and the
same, and the expenses of both amounted
to close on £6,000. it seemed absurd tosay
that there was no room for a small sav-
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ing such as was proposed. There was no
desire that the motion to reduce the vote
skould he viewed in the light that it was
intended to reduce the importance of the
office, or to place a bar on a man of
husiness heing appointed to the office;
it should only be made clear that the
policy of economy was widespread, and
thai nothing to which the pruning knife
could be applied had been left untoueched.
He moved—

That the rvote be reduced by £300.

Mv. WALKER: If tle office were to
he maintained at all the amount placed
on the Estimates for it was not too large.
He could not follow those who stated
that they did not wish to reduce the im-
portance of the office, and at the same
time wished to lessen the possibilities of
that office. There could be no question
that with the appoivtment of a High
(Commissioner for the whole of Austra-
lasia, the individual States, to get indi-
vidual recognition, would have to struggle
somewhat. The great State where the
seat of central government would ulti-
mately be would overshadow the outlying
States of the Commonwealth, even with
the representation at Homa2, whether at
social functions or in the ordinary av-
enues of husiness. And nnless individual
States were preparved to assert their in-
dividnality their existence wonld be more
or less obseured. However we might talk
of the Federal spirit it was certain that
the individual States weve trying to do
the Lest for themselves: and it was right
that they shoenld do so.  For whilst there
might be a distributed patriotism cover-
ing the whole of the Commonwealth,
there was also a sort of individual pat-
riotism for the State of which we were
citizens. And if we were to main-
tain that position and help this country
ahead, we must have in London a vepre-
sentative whose very title would earry
with it a cerain amount of respeet. Tt
sometimes happened that there was some-
thing in a name, and our vepresentative
should he given all the power we could
oive him, even bo the point of his title,
in order that he might have the fullest
scope for doing good for the State. Not-
withstanding what some hon. members
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thought, it was elear that the Agent Gen
eral in London bhad much to do and tha
he would have still more to do. I wa:
admitted that we required a man of bosi
ness capacity; but even so, there was n¢
reason why we should not still eall hin
the Agent General of the State of West
ern Ausiralia. At no time in the perio
of the growth of the States had thew
been a greater demand for representa
tives in London of aente knowledge ecom
mereial and political.  Great change:
would take place within the next few
years in the mother conntry, and our repre
sentative must be able to commingle witt
thase who were shaping the destiny of
the Empire. Sometimes ihe British Gov
ernment had enfeved info freaties whicl
had been inimieal to the automatic de
velopmeni of this State, namely, those
treaties with Asiatie nations, which migh
or ight not in the near future prove :
menace to Western Australia in he
juxtaposition to those nationg In sunet
matters the Agent General representing
Western Australia should be on the aler
and indeed should be eonsulted. It seemec
that the statesmen of the mother country
were commeneing to recognise the neces.
sity for censulting the representatives of
the outlying parts of the Empire in suct
maftters, for they had talked of giving
the larger commonwealths and dominion
a pataral voice in the legislation, and
therefore, indirectly, in the administra.
tion of the Empire beyond the seas. Con.
sequently we should send Home in the
near fature meu who knew the trend of
public sentiment in the Commonwealih
and partieularly in the State they repre
sented. It should he our bhest, our mosi
respected and most eapable citizer
who was sent as onr ambassador fo re
present us in the modifying of the policy
of the mother conntry.

My, Buteher: Would that nof fall apon
the High Commissinner?

Mr, WALKER: Undoubtedly; but col
laterally it would fall on the Agents
General alsa.

Mr., Seaddan: It is not praposed to
reduce the Agent General’s salary.

Mr. WALKER: If was a proposal tc
hit at the Agent Generalship; that was
the object and purpose of it.
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Mr. Brown: At the mismanagement of
the office.

Mr. WALKER : No; it was an indiea-
tion of a wish for a change. He would
not be surprised if it were a hit at the
Premier for not having taken the House
into his eonfidence; for not telling the hon.
members exaetly what he meant to do.
He (Mr. 1Walker} certainly believed
that the Premier was going; and he did
not know any better man on the Minis-
terial side of the House for the post. If
the Premier would take his advice; if the
Premier wanted to better his own posi-
tion and nol have evil communications
corrupting good manners, he wonld go.
He (Mr. Walker) believed it was merely
a sense of loyalty to his colleagues, the
Attorney General and others, that kept
the Premier where he was; but if the Pre-
mier really wanted to help the State in
the counsels of the Kmpire, he would for-
get his colleagnes, and would go and
serve the State in the plaece where the
highest and most eapable of men were
communing. Wishing him well he (Mr.
Walker) felt safe in eongtatulating the
Premier on having attained to that high
and erinent distinetion.

The PREMTER: While deeply appre-
ciating what Mr. Walker had said of him.
he {(the Premier) wonld not be justified
in stating the infentions of the Govern-
ment. inasmuch as no determination had
heen eome to in respeet to the appoint-
ment. He did not think that in the eir-
cumstance any Governmenf would he
justified in forecasting, some months
ahead, what they intended to do in re-
speet to an appointmenl of the sort.
Surely the hon. member eonld net expeet
that this would have been done.  The
Government had purposely left the ques-
tion open in order that an appointment
might he made without prejodice. What
would the position be if an appointment
were made. and if, when the time eame
to take up that appointment, it were
found that another Government were in
office?

Mr. BUTCBER: Was it intended to
keep the London Ageney in its present
form? Tf it was to he so maiitained.
and was nol to be re-organised he wounld
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be strongly in favour of supporting -the
amendment moved by Mr. Keenan; but if
the office were to be re-organised and a
sum of money given to the Agent General
to enable him to advertise the State as it
shonld be advertised, then he would not
be in favour of any sueh amendment. The
eomplaints of Agents General in the past
had been that the Government would not
a@ive lhem the money necessary to ade-
(ualely advertise the State. In conse-
quence of this the London office was not
being run in the bhest inferests of the
State. He was certain that if the Premier
were bto go home to London he would not
return to the State until he left the office
thoroughty established on a sound foot-
ing, and that in futore he would give to
the Agent (eneral the necessary funds to
advertise the State anml mnke the office
one worthy of Western Australin, At
the present tinie it was nothivg more than
a commercial ageney. aud if that were
the sorl of institution we required it wounld
be hetter frankly to reduce it to the level
ot a4 commereial ageney.

Amendment (to reduce vate by £500)
put and a division taken with the follaw-
ing vesult :—

Ayes . - oo 14
Noes .. . .. 28
Majority against .. 14
AYESB.
Mr. Brown Mr. MeDowall
Mr. Butcher . Mr. W. Price
Mr. Collier . Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Gourloy Mr. Swan
Mr. Hardwick - Mr. Underwoocd
Mr. Holman Mr. Johnson
Mr. Hudson . (Teller).
Mr. Keenan
NoES.

Mr. Angwin i Mr. Monger
Mr. Bath | Mr. N. ). Moore
Mr. Bolton . Mr. 8. F. Moore
Mr, Carson Mr. Nanson
Mr. Davies Mr. Oshorn
Mr. Droper Mr. Piesse
Mr., GHlI Mr. J. Prlce
Mr. Gordon Mr. Taylor
Mr., Gregory Mr. Walker
Mr. Hayward Mr. Ware

Mr. Heltmaan Mr. A. A. Wilson

Mr. Horan Mr. F. Wllson
Mr. Jacoby Mr. Layman
Mr. Male {Telier}.

Mr. Mitchell
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Amendment thus negatived.

Vote put and passed.

Vote— Printing, £27977—agreed to

Vote—Public Service Commissioner,
£862—-—agleed to. .

Vote—Refunds, £2,500—agreed to.

Vote—Tazation, £13,742:

Mr. BATH : In this department we had
the eollection not only of the land and
income tax but also of other taxes placed
under the Commissioner of Tazation, and
in the report of the Commissioner, while
. we had a considerable amount of informa-
tion in regard to the income tax and its
incidence, there was but the scantiest in-
formation in regard to the incidence of the
land fax. It was said the information
was not available until the land valuer,
recently appointed, had had an opportun-
ity of eompleting his valuation. The ex-
pense in which the State was involved in
connection with the appointment of this
valuer was not warranted. A most cor-
rect valunafion of the unimproved values
for taxation purposes could be secured by
& different methoed and at less expense.
That was one of the reasons why mem-
bers should have been given the opportu-
nity of reviewing the measure under which
the 1angd valuer was appointed. If we had
the method adopted in New Zealand and
which was to be adopted elsewhere, that
of aljowing the taxpayers to submit their
own valuations with the right of the Gov-
ernment to purchase at those valuations,
plus an amount for disturbance, we would
have more accurate valunations, and there
would be less opportunity for evading the
tax, and there would be no need for an
expensive staff being built up around the
Commissioner of Taxation. At present
the cost of collection, £13,742, meant 6 per
cent. on the amount raised by taxation.
The eost of raising the dividend duty and
totalisator fax was not very high, because
there was no diffienlty in the racing clubs
making up their refures, and all the State
kad to do was to apportion the amount of
tax aeccording to the amount specified in
the Aet, so that the bulk of the cost was
incurred in collecting the Jand tax and the
inecome tax. and that cost was abnormally
high. Seeing the tax had now operated for
two assessments members should have the
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fullest information prior to the tax being
re-enacted, so that we might know exactly
the incidence of the tax, and so that we
would not be in the dark as we were now
as to how the tax was adjusted to the
various classes of the population.

The CHAIRMAN: It would be ont of
order te discuss the ineidence of the land
tax under the vote for the department;
only the actnal expenditure counld he dis-
cussed.

Mr, MALE: Would the Treasurer say
what difference it made to the Treasury
vote by transferring the collection of the
dividend duties to the Taxation Depart-
ment

The PREMIER : The amount pul down
in connection with the land values cer-
tainly bore a high proportion to the total
expenses. The Commissioner of Taxation
in dealing with ‘this snbject in his report
said—

“The values of the land shown in the
hooks of the municipalities and roads
hoards are not assessed or recorded on
a uniform system, and values are fre-
quently given with a view to the im-
position of a certain rate in the pound
of loeal tax; further, the books of a
number of the loeal bodies contain only
the capital or annunal value of the land
plus improvements, as many do not tax
on the unimproved value. YWhen the
land returns were received there was
no reliable record of values with which
to verify and adjust the valnes de-
clared on the returns. There was there-
fore no alternative but in the majority
of cases to accept provisionally the
values given by the taxpayers, reserv-
ing the power to adjust these values up
or down when the Jand had heen offici-
ally valued by the depariment.”

Since then the services of officers of dif-
ferent departments had been secured in
connection with these values. Several in-
spectors of conditional purchases in the
Lands Department had been engaged in
valuing the country lands in varions por-
fions of the State, with the result that it
was almost aniversally the ease that ihe
valnes had been increased eonsiderahly.
Again, 10 recard to suburban districts, an
officer of the Land Titles Department.
Mr. Hogarth, had been engaged in valu-



[16 Noveaesr, 1909.]

ing some municipalities, South Perth and
Vietoria Park, while the services of sev-
eral agents had also been requisitioned
with a view to ecarrying out the work.
In addition, an officer of the Publie
Works Department, one with considerable
experience under Mr., Stronaeh in eon-
nection with land resumptions, was en-
gaged on the work. It was anticipated
that the completion of the values would
lead to a much larger sum being received
from the land bax. One rtoads hoard
simply adopted the system of wvaluing
frechold land at £1 an aere, and of con-
diticnal purchase land at 10s. an aere ir-
respective of loeality or the quality of
the land: such a method could not be
adopted by the department, Wiih the ser-
vices of those various officers the Commis-
stoner of Taxation was confident that a
eomplete valuation would be inade. As
they were made the values were recorded
on the offteinl lithographs and would be
kept on the sub-division file in the Taxa-
tion Deparfment. Tt would, therefore,
he unnecessary in fufuce years to obtain
the information again, and a large redue-
tion eould he made. As the result the
value of land owned by taxpayers eould
be readily compared with the taxpayers’
declared values. The returns sent in
by the taxpayer could be checked not only
as to the value but to see whether he had
omitted any of his lands. The card sys-
tem adopted in the department wounld
make this work of comparison very simple.
As to the amount saved by the transfer of
dividend duties to the Taxation Depart-
ment, it was doubtful whether any saving
would be made. Mr., Edmondson, the offi-
cer eitgaged on the work in the Treasury,
had been transferred. Regarding the
dividend duties generally a ease had heen
arranged to be heard at an early date in
the Supreme Court; if either party were
dissatisfied with the decision of that Court
there would be an appeal to the High
Conrt. The ease was merely one of law,
and would be argued at an early date.
Tt was as to the amount outstanding in
regard to dividend duties on dividends de-
clared.

Mr. CARSON: Some time ago the ques-
tion was raised as to whether it would be
possible for taxes to be paid in the various
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centres of the State. According to - the
report of the Commissioner, the conten-
tion he had previously raised in this res-
pect was proved to be correct, and it was
clear that something of the sort should he
done. The Commissioner said that in-
spections revealed the fact that in spite
of publiec notices and advertisements, nu-
merous taxpayers, especially in the coun-
try districts, had negleeted to furnish
their returns for the year 1907-8. Greater
couvenience shonld be given to the peaple
to pay taxes. Farmers found a difficulty
and inconvenience in sending to Perth,
but if the Government officers in tle
various country distriects were allowed to
take the taxes the result wonld be hene-
fieial to all concerned.

The PREMIER.: It was easy to realise
thal there were cases where it would he
very much more conveniemrl if taxpayers
could pay in the different centres instead
of sending to Perth, He would approach
the Commissioner of Taxation with the
view of seeing wlether the suggestion of
the hon. member could he complied with.
If there were no reasonable objeetion the
Commissioner wonld dounbtless accede to
the request,

Mr. WALKER: In regard to the in-
terpretation of the existing land taxation
laws, e would like to know whether the
interpretation of those laws rested with
the Commissioner of Taxation or whether
it was <done for him by the Crown law
autherities. No sooner (id the land {ax
eome into foree than the holder of a
homestead bloek was faxed. The Aet of
1906 exempted from taxatien eonditinonal
purchases up to 1.000 acres, providing
that they shonld pay wnothing for five
vears, The man who leld 999 acres of
first-class land need not pay a tax for
five years, hut the owner of a homestead
hbluek who could afford no more land.
heing unable to pay the rent to the Gov-
ernmenl for a larger area. was immedi-
alely taxed. By what anthority was that
done? Had the Commissioner allocated
to himself the power of deciding it? In
the ease of a man who took up 300 or
400 acres of conditional purchase lands
and added to it a homestead block of 160
acres, the position was that he held the
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former for five years without paying a
tax but had immediately to pay a tax on
the lands held as a homestead block. The
anomoly was that a man could hold 300
aeres and pay nothing, but the man who
held 160 acres was taxed.

The PREMIER: The procedure was
that the Commisgioner of Taxation, when
in doubt on a maiter broughl under his
notice, wounld consult with the Crown law
anthorities in order to oblain a vruling,
The hon. member was right in the con-
tention that it was the intention of the
Committee, when the Bill was before the
House, to exempt all conditional pur-
chases up to 1,000 acres for five years.
He had been under the impression that
homestead Dblocks would be included.
AMhough, as a matier of fact, these blocks
might be termed freehold, that was only
s0 under certain conditions, so after all
it was a question whether they should not
be coustrued into being a eonditional pur-
chase. The blocks were held under ecer-
tain conditions of improvement; they
ceased to be freehold and became Crown
lands when the eonditions were not com-
plied with, Tt was an interesting point,
and he would endeavour to secure further
informaiion with regard to the matter.
Doubtless many sueh eases eropped up in
the State, The reason for granting exemp-
tions on conditional purchases for five
years was that in the early stages a set-
tler had very many more expenses than
there were later on, and, therefore, the
Government decided to make the exemp-
tton.

Vote put and passed.
© Vote—iscelluneous Services, £73,540:

Mr. FOULKES: Year after year an
institution that thoroughly deserved =2
Government grant was omitted from tie
Estimates; that was the Children’s Pro-
tection Saciety. A great deal of good was
done by this society, who raised a sum cf
£500 or £G00 a vear for the purpose of
taking charge of children who, in many
cases. were orphans, and were withount
proper maintenance. Tnspectors were ap-
pointed by the society to see that no
cases of cruelty oceurred among the chil-
dren, and excellent work had been
achieved. A deputation waited on the Col-
onial Secretary recently with regard to
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this society and asked for a Government
arant, and in reply the Minister said he
recognised the good work that was being
done and the help the society was to the
State department. Last year the question
was brought up, and the then Treasurer
undertook to look into the matter and see
if a grant could not be spared.

The Premier: Wonld not the amount
appear on fhe Colonial Serretarv’s ¥sh-
mates ¥

Mr. FOULKES: The items in the Col-
otial Seeretary’s Estimates dealt with the
State department which controlled or-
phanages and industrial schools, but had
no controt over the society in question,
which worked side by side with the State
department. This soeciety subsecribed
largely to the maintenance of many chil-
dren, and they arranged for the hoarding
out of a great number of children, The
Treasurer might omt of the same fund
assist this society.

[tem, Home for Friendless Women,
Boulder, £100:

Mr. ANGWIN: Would the Treasurer
inform the Committee what was done
with this sum of money?

The PREMIER: The infomation af
his disposal was to the effect tlat the in-
stitution had passed another sunceessful
vear.

Mr. Seaddan: Where is it?

The PREMIER : The member for Boul-
der would no doubt he able to give some
information ahout it. The report of the
institution stated that no one had heen
refused admission to it, though at times
the resources of the honse had been fully
taxed and it went on to say that a num-
ber of improvements had heen made to
the building. The total expenditure for
the year was £296 0s. 8d., towards which
the State contributed £68 8s. 2. The
place was ecalled “Willard House,” and
from the name it might be eoncluded
that the institution was connected with
the Women’s Temperance Union.

Ttem, Rescue and Prison Gate Work.
£400;

My, ANGWIN: Would the Treasurer
inform the Committee what happened to
the money, and what was done in the
divection of rescue work?
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The PREMIER: In addition to the
prison gale work, there was a certain
amount expended in connection with the
Home of the Good Shepherd at Leeder-
ville. Their report stated that from Jan-
uary, 1907, to January, 1908, 14 individ-
uals were admitted, and from January,
1909, to September 27th, 1909, the num-
ber was again 1+. [ractically the whole
of the vote was distributed between the
homes at North Fremantle and the Home
of the Goed Shepherd at Leederville.

Mr. JACOBY: Tt wouald be wise if a
finaneial statement were oblained from
these soeieties each year and laid on the
Table of the House. Members would then
be in & position to say whethee they wonld
be justified in passing the vote. If the
Treasurer made ithe suggestion to the
bodies concerned no doubi the statements
would he prepared.

The PREMIER: The Colonial Secre-
tary had instructed the Superintendent
of Charities to make incuiries from the
different instilutions to which the Gov-
emment contributed funds, so that the
Treasurer might have the opportunily of
satisfying himself that the work for whieh
the money was voted was earried out on
economic lines. That same information
conld be made available to the Committee.

Item, Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals, £50:

Mr. SWAN: The Government ought)
to assist the society to a greater exfent
than it had doue in the past. The Prem-
ier might give the Committee information
as to what the amount on the Estimates
represented. The inspector of the soei-
ety carried ont a great deal of good work
in many ways and a litile lime ago made
application for assistance from the Gov.
ernment in the shape of a free pass over
the railway lines. bat ii was vefused.
The least the Government could do would
be-to grant this officer a free railway
pass. Tt would mean nothing to the
publie purse, but would mean a lot to
the society.

The PREMIER: If the Government
acceded to this request, they would have
to fall in with similar requests from vari-
ons institutions. and it would be diffienlt
to refuse them. These various institutions
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were nearly all eontributed to by differ-
ent people throughont the State, and
naturally they would make a similar ap-
plieation, 1ln conneetion with all rail-
way passes issued the Commissioner tor
Railways received the equivalent whether
the passes were for charitable purposes,
fur distinguished people, or for services
rendered.

[tem, ire Brigades Board auvd Fire
Brigades—{'ontribution  and  Subsidy
{Maxium sunbsidy, £150), £1,750:

Mr. BOLTON: Last year attention
was called to the amount of this subsidy,
and the Treasuver promised to make
further inquirtes. He was still dis-
satisfiel with the awmount that Bonl-
der bad collected in connection with
their demonstration last year, subsi-
dies having been paid on the demonstra-
tions ond again on the receipts; and if
the Treasnrer was not prepared to go
into the matter the same thing wounld
happen this vear. Was a further inquiry
made by the Treasurer last year as to
whether an over-payment was made?

The PREMIER: If a promise to con-
dnef that inquiry was made, no doubt it
was earried onf. In any ease a limit
would be put on the amount that eonld
he teceived. The total expenditnre last
vear was £2,420, and if members turned
to page 52 of the public accounts they
would get the information thev desired.

Mr. HETFMANN : What was the Pre-
mier’s intenfion in regard to the payment
of fire brigade sobsidies for this year?

Mr. Holman: The same as last vear,
pound for ponand.

AMr. HUDSOX: It renlly seemed that
the country fire hrigades had been led “to
believe that they would he entitled to re-
eeive pound for pound up to £150. On
the sirength of this considerable efforts
had heen made by one brigade. the mem-
bers of whoch had raised a sum of money,
and indeed had ineurred expenditure on
the understanding that the subsidy would
he paid to them. An intimation had now
heen given to that hrigade that there was
no intention to pay the subsidy, If that
were so, it was a distinet hreach of faith
on the part of those administering the
erant. He wonld like tn know what was



1420

the intention for the present financial
xear. :

The PREMIER: What was intended
was to pay a pound for pound subsidy
with a maximum of £150. As a matfer
of fact it was anticipated that before the
end of the year the Fire Brigades Bill
would he in force, and the Govermment
would be to some extent relieved of the
subsidy, although, of course, they wonld
have to pay their proportionate part of
the amount raised. At the present time
the Bill formed the sahjeet of inguiry by
a Seleet Committee, and although it was
understood  that suggestions had been
made for altering the proportionate re-
presentation—that was to say, that the
number the Government would have on
the hoard shonld he redueed—yet it was
understoad that no alteration wonld be
aftempted in the proportionate eontribn-
tion to fhe general fund.

[Lv. Taylor took the Chair]

Mr. ANIGWIN: Some alteration should
be made in the distribution of the grant.
The system in vogne made beggars of the
fireman, for they had to van round solicit-
ing private assistance hefore they could
¢laim any subsidy, while if the brigade
were  maintained by the mnnicipality,
then no Government assistance whatever
was given.  The system was distinetly
unfair. and it had heen the means of
iving some brigades money to which
they were not entitled, He had even
heard of chegues being paid in to the
subseription list with a view to swelling
the Government grant and being after-
wards drawn outr again. Tf the Minister
assisted any brigades at all he ought to
assist the lof. Some of tie brigadesahad
very large subsidies, while others got very
little indeed.

Mr. HOLMAN: The system of assist-
ance to fire hrigades had never been sat-
isfactory in  Western Australia. nor
would it be satisfactory until the Bill now
hefore the Legislature, or one similar to
it. was passed. In the past the insnr-
ance companies in Western Auvstralia had
heen on velvet, for they had received all
the benefits of the fire hrigades system.
while. ouiside of Perth and Fremantle,
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they had cootributed uothing to it. The
time had arrived when those companies
should be compelled to subseribe their
fair quota towards the upkeep of the
brigades. Many of the brigades had nui
received o penny from the Government
towards their upkeep, the munieipalities
bearing the whole of the cost.  Others,
like the Cue brigade, had not been sup-
ported to any great extent by the muni-
cipality, but had been carried on mainly
throngh the exertions of the firemen in
collecting from private donors and, col-
laterally, from the Government. It was
not a desirable system at all, and the
sooner we introduced the Vietorian sys-
tem 1he befter. The whole amount of
subseriptions  given by the insurance
companies in Western Australia towards
the eost of brigades ontside of Perth and
Fremantle was less than £10. In every
other State of the Commonwealth the
insurance companies had to contribute
substanhally {owards the upkeep of the
brigades, hut here they would nol even
render the satisfaction of replying to an
application for assistance. Although in
the aggregate the amounts paid by the
(lovernment towards the brigades seemed
considerable, yet as a matter of faet it
was not much when vne had regard to
the value of the services performed by
the brigades.

Mr. W. PRICE: Possibly the Trea-
surer was not aware of some ugly rom-
ours in eirculation for some fime past n
respect tn the large subsidy of £981 9s.
paid to the Boulder brigade in 1907-S.
\Was it the iniention of the Government
to insist wpon proper balance-sheets be-
ing submitted when so large an amount
of sobsidy was about to be paid to any
brigade? When the Government were
paying away these large suns of money
hon. members should be informed as to
who bad certified to the correctness of the
amounts collected on which the subsidy
was paid. It was rumounred that on the
oceasion referred to the value of the tro-
phies given at the demonstration was in-
cluded in the amount on which fhe sub-
sidy was eollected.

Mr. Heitmann:
thing.

That is the usnal
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Mr. W. PRICK: 1f it were the usual
thing it was a system the Government
should see about removing. This showed
the need for iusisting on proper halance-
sheets being fortheoming. It was also
stated that a sum of £100 granted by the
Boulder evuneil was  included in  the
amount on which the Government paid
subsidy, and that on the oceasion of the
Boulder demonstration mouney was loaned
to the brigade ollicials and subsidy paid
on it, the lvans being subsequenily ve-
paid. The "remier should give assnr-
ance that in ftuture mouey granted for
these subsidies should bhe upon proper
vouehers, and only upon bona fide dona-
tions, and il should be seen hat (he
money was properly expended. It would
be interesting if it counld he asceriained
whether any balance-sheet was presented
te any body in eonneetion with the Bonl-
der demonstrativn. In view of the alle-
gations made we should know how and
on whose authority the money was se-
eured, who certified the amount, and what
became of it. and whether any balance-
slieet had heen presented.

The PREMIER: When matters such
as the rumours to which Lhe bon. memher
referred came within their notice it was
the duty of members to advise the 1'nder
Treasurer, The only previous instance
of a similar state of affairs was brought
under notice hy a member of the House,
and as a resull an inguiry wus now heing
made to aseertain who was responsible
for what was nothing more nor less than
a faked balance-sheet. In this case, al-
though some time had elapsed since the
payment was made, an endeavour would
be made to oblain information as io
whether a balance-sheet was presented, or
whether a certificate was made by a re-
spansible individual as to the amount col-
leeted. (ertainly a balance-sheet certi-
fied to by a duly qualified and reeog-
nised auditor shonld be presented, and a
declaration wade by a responsible per-
son, either the mayor or someone else,
that the amount et onut was actually enl-
lected. He {the Premier) would be one
of the first to resent any erooked dealing
of that kind. Ir was eriminal where an
awount was advanced for the purpose of
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eollecting & subsidy from the Government
and ihen. when the subsidy was eollected,
to have the amount returned to the per-
son lending the monev. 1f ever there
was a ease of obtaining money nnder
talse pretences that was owve. 1t was
hardly necessary to tell the hon. member
that every endeavour woald be made to
see thal stalements of ¢laim in sueh in-
stances would he duly audited.

Ttem. Fire Brigade Demonstration;
erant, including milway fares and
freights, £730:

Mr. HEITMANN asked for informa-
tion.

The PREMIKR: This vote appeared
on the Bstimates every year. The last
demoustration was held at Bunhury, and
at (he annual meeting the brigades de-
vided that the next demonstration should
be held af Fremanite. The usual amount
was here provided {o enable the payment
of Ffares and freights for the brigades
visiting the demonstration.

“AMr. HOLMAN: The amount was all
eaten up by railway fares and freights
for abont 300 firemen,

The Minister for Mines: Tt was hard
to fix the minimum and maximum number
travelling; he wanted the hrigades to do
that.

Mr. HOLMAN: It was almost impos-
sible to do so. In Vietoria the whole ve-
sponsibility as to fares and freights was
placed in the hands of a hoard. and it
was impossible to have frawd in ennnee-
tion with atiempting to seeure grants
from the Government. The only reason
for the existence of snch attempts in this
Siate was the ahsence of a proper sys-
tem, and that system would not be ob-
fained until the Bill now before the Conu-
eil was passed.

Mr. HETTMANYN: The volunteer fire-
men were doing gond work aud deserved
every encouragerent, bui the Govermunent
and 1axpayers were being imposed on hy
sowe of the hrigades.

The Minister for Mines: They were
last vear.

Me. HEITMANN : Until the last year
or two the secretary of the Five Brigzades’
Association had the power to puarantee
that eertain people were firemen and
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were entitled to railway tickets; but this
proved unsatisfactory to the Govern-
ment; and it was decided to pay a lump
sum. There was no ohjection to genuine
competitors travelling free, but last year
there were instanees of persons travel-
ling on free passes who were not ecom-
petitors.  For instance, 24 men from
Boulder iold the public and all the other
competitors that they were simply out
for a pienie, and they took no part in
the demonstration, although they were
champions in the previouns year.

Mr. Collier: You Cne people nre jeal-
ous because Boulder heat you.

My, IEITMANN: That was only one
of many c¢ases. One man anaccom-
panied by any other mewmber of his
brigade attended on a free pass from be-
yond Mount Morgans, Even on the Mar-
chison, where 10 or 12 usually eame down
to take part in the demonstration, very
often there were several men not belong-
ing to the brigades who travelled on free

passes.

My, Holman: That s the fanlt of the
hrigades.

Mr. WEITMANN: It was alse the

fault of the system, Of course it might
be remedied with all the hrigades work-
ing under one hoard. The Railway De-
partment should take precautions to see
that none other than eompetitors were
altowed teo use these railway passces in the
future,

[lr, f)ag?ish resumed the Chair.)

Mr., SCADDAN: Tt was to be hoped
the Minister for Railways would pat in-
tn effect the suggestion nade in regard
1o the maximum amd winimum nomber of
firemen, as was done in couneetion with
other orzanisations. When the Govern-
ment were prepared to issue passes there
were always individnals whe wonld push
themselves forward. What was «done in
regard to other orzanisations could he
done in regard to firenen.

The Minister for Mines: We are do-
ing it,

Mr. SCADDAN: The member for (Cue
was corveet in his remarks, Some brig-
ades had a difficulty in maintaipning a de-
cent strength until jnst before a demon-
stration, The Government for their own
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protection should compel the Fire Brig-
ades Assoeiation (o keep a proper record
of membevs. The passes were granted as
a recompense to the men for the services
they had rendered in the previous 12
months. Members should belong to the
brigades for a certain period hefore be-
ing granted these concessions, The Fire
Brigades Association would, without
doubt, be willing to assist 1he Minister in
preventing this sort of thing from heing
eoniinued, .

The Premier: We should be able to ap-
ply the same thing to the bands.

Mr. SCADDAN: The Band .\ssocia-
tion kept a proper register of members,
and none who had been in the band for
less than three months could take part
in competitions. The seeretary of the
Band Association kept the register. When
the Government were generous enough to
wive the passes il was to the interest of
the organisations themselves to see that
the privilege was not abused.

My, HOLMAN: For several yewrs past
every member of the Fire Brigades As-
sueiaiion was foreed to be registered for
ihvee months before the demonstration
took place, and every member had to pay
a registration fee of 2s. 6d. hefore gel-
ting his name on the roll. If members not
helonging to the brigndes were sent down
on free passes that was the fanlt of the
rigades in the various eentres, The cost
of sending these brigades was consider-
able, for to send the members from Cue
{o the demonstration last vear eost some-
thing like £50. The large cost in the past
was due Lo the fact that not only the fire
brigades but also the bands travelled on
the free passec. There was a great differ-
ence between the iwo hodies, for wherens
free posses were granted to the bandsmen
to eompete for trophies of £30 and £100,
passes were granted to the firemen to com-
pete for nominal prizes. The former were
professionals.

Item, Hansard Staffi—Reporting Royal
{'ommissions, £250:

Mr. JACOBY: Was it intended by the
Government to appeint any Royal Com-
missions? None were sitting at present.

The PREMIER: The amount on the
Estimates was approved in accordance
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with arrangements made with the Han-
sard Stafl to do all reparting in connee-
tion with Royal Commissions, and it was
cmstdered by the then Treasurer, who
made the arrangement, that it would he
muich more econontieal for the remunera-
tion to be £250 per annum, including typ-
ing, than to continue the old system. For
fhe five years ended 1907-8 the cost of
reporting Commissions was £1,949, and,
therefore, it was thouglt cheaper to pay
A lump sam and get the Hansard re-
porters to do any Commissions that
might need veporting during the year
rather than secure the services of ontside
shorthand writers and typists. '

Mr. Jacoby: A sort of retaining fee?

The PREMIER: Yes.

ltem, 8. 0. Woolner, services keeping
sinking fund aecounts London Agency,
£50:

Mr, JACOBY: There was an item for
a similar amount passed under the Lon-
don Agency, Wounld the Treasurer give
an explanation?

The PREMIER : 1t was charged to the
Londun Agenecy previonsly, and trans-
ferred to this vote this year. The amount
represented the total cost of keeping the
sinking fund account.

Ttem, Legal Expenses of Eleetion Peti-
(iong, Messrs. Carson and Buzacoft:

Mr. ANGWIN: Was there any special
reason why this elegtion expense shonld
he met in this case?

The PREMIER : The amount had heen
put down after due consideration hy
the Government, and to some extent they
were guided in their decision by a requisi-
tion which was presented and signed by
members on both sides of the House. Some
of those who did not sign the petition
were in favour of the sum being paid, but
in view of their position they considered
it advisable not to sign it. The result was
that the amount had been provided on the
stimates, It was contended that the ex-
penses had been incurred hy these mem-
hers throngh no fault of their own. It
was agreed also that £120 should be reeei-
ved by Mr. Carson and £80 hy Mr. Buza-
eott.

Mr. ANGYWIN: The reason for asking
for the mformation was that there were
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other cases of a similar nature, and all
onghi to be treated nlike.

Mr. OSBORN : The pelition was
brought to him for his signature, and be-
ing rather a new chum at Parliomentary
procedure he refused to sign it, hecanse in
his opinion it was not in the hest interests
that the expenses should be paid by the
State. By passing the vote the Commit-
tee would be establishing a very dangerous
precedent. and as had been referred to
by the member for East Fremantle, if the
Committee were going to provide fupds
for these two instances there was no rea-
son why others who had heen similarly
placed should not also participate.

Mr. Collier: In these cases it was be-
eause of the faulty Electoral Act.

Mr. OSBORN: It was nothing of the
kind. The member for Geraldton had no
option but to take an action at law. The
member for East Fremantle toc was also
compelled ¢0 go to law, and it was the
same in the case of the member for Cool-
gardie, but in the ease of Mr. Buzacott he
was not compelled to contest the case:
he could have retired and not incurred
the expense. He was ill-advised and did
not adopt that eourse and therefore suf-
fered, and Yecause he suffered for his
own stupidity the State was asked to as-
sist him. He (Mr. Osborn) emphatically
protested against the item, and hoped it
would not be passed. Moreover, there
was the danger that such a thing wonld
not end there.

Mr. SCADDAN: The member for Roe-
hourne was apparently most brilliant
when he knew nothing of the subject he
was talking about. Apparently something
had been whispered in his ear by someone
who was not prepared to bring the matter
forward himself. The member for Roe-
bourne ought to have known that when
the Eleetoral Bill was before the House
the member for Kalgoorlie, who was then
Attorney General and in charge of the
Bill, assured the House that he was mak-
ing provision in that Bill that in the
event of any dispute being taken to the
Court of Disputed Returns, the roll wounld
not be questioned by that eourt, and that
any person whose name appeared on that
roll would be entitled to vote and his vote
would not be questioned. Yet the election
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was held and the present Mirister for
Mines was defeated by seven votes. He
lodged a petition and one of the grounds
was that persons whose names were on the
roll were not entitled to vote, not having
the unecessary qualifications, and as a
matter of faet e went to the extent of
employing a swmrveyor in the Mines De-
partmienl to survey the bonndaries of
his electorate. Mr. Buzaeott was able to
place before the eourt a copy of Hansard
showing that the Minister who introduced
the Bill had stated definitely that the vote
of anyone whose name was on the roll
watld not be questioned. yet the Court held
otherwise. Surely Mr. Buzacott was en-
titled to defend the case when the House
had come o that decision irrespective of
what it was thought the Court migh do.
Mr. Buzacott acted fairly aud did not go
to the extent of bringing any witnesses,
and the eosts of the petition were caused
through the evidence which was brought
against him. The costs against Mr. Buza-
eott from Mr. Gregory’s solicitors
amounted hefore being taxed to the sum
of £325,; but after heing taxed the total
was redneed to £297, and every penny was
paid. even the surveyor’s fees for survey-
ing the houndaries of the electorale. On
previous aecasions in connection with simi-
lar petitions when the court gave a finding
it did so on each point and where the pe-
titian failed ecosts were given in every
instanee. Tn this case the conrt gave a de-
eision on one point, snfficieni to upset the
election. As a matter of fact, and as
pointed oul. those very people who had
been objecied 1o on a previons oceasion
took part in the next election also. Yet
Mr. Buzaeoit had been compelled to pay
the full eost of the petilion. and the cost
of bringing ta Perth, in order to give evi-
dence, those persons who had voted wrong-
fully. Why should Mr. Buzacott be com-
pelled to hear those ensts seeing that he
had not been responsible for the mistake?
Mr. Buzaeoit had produced to the conrt
evidence that he had warned his seruti-
neers and made an announcement on the
public platform urzing those not entitled
to vote ta vefrain from taking any part
i the eleetion: and as Mr. Buzacott had
not heen responsible, surely it was for the
State to hear the whole expense of the
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case, seeing that it had been the State de-
pariment which was at fanlt, With Mr,
Carson’s case he (Mr, Seaddan) was not
so well acqguainted, but he understood that
it was also a case of houndaries impro-
pexrly defined by the deparlment. What
proteetion had hon. members if that con-
dition of affairs was to be allownl fo
continne? He did not know, nor did the
department, the boundaries of certain por-
tions of his own electorate; and if persons
living just hevond those houndaries were
to vote, and eventually it was shown that
they lived ouiside the boundary. then hLe
would have to bear the cost of any eleetion
petition directed against him, Was that
proper protection to afford {o hon. mem-
bers? In his opinion the Government
onght to bear the whole of the costs of
any such case for which the individual
was not responsible.

Mr. DRAPER: To pass this item with-
out protest would be to acquiesee n a
most dangerons precedent. Messis, Car-
son and Buzacott, it seemed, had been
muleted v costs under ¢ireumstances
which, as men. all could repret; but hon.
members had something more lo consider
than the mere personal aspect of a ecase.
Hon. members ought {o be most careful
about establishing a precedent of {hat
kind. Tf hon. members would eonsider
the matter they would see that in time to
come the precedent would he recognised
ad the practtee would grow, and any per-
sont who had been mulcted in the costs of
an election petition would. by applying
tv the House, have those expenses paid
by the Government. He counld not snpport
any such precedent.

Mr. BATH: A parallel case conld be
found, or at least might be imagined, in
respect to the Lands Department, The
Lands Department sometimes made errors
in regard to boundaries and in regard te
people taking up land. These mistakes
liad been made, and where such a mistake
was made by the department, and pos-
sibly someone had been illegally deprived
of a piece of land. that person bad re-
dress againsi the department. In such a
case the member for West Perth would be
wost eonsistent, either in his private or
in his lezal eapaeity, in pusbing that elaim
to the utmost. Tn this ease the Electoral
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Department bad made the mistake, It
was entirely the mmsiake of the Electoral
Department, both in regard to the Mf. Ida
votes and the votes ai White Peak, and
the hon. member in his legal ecapuacity
would he ready to advance a claim for
a return of the expense in whieh a candi-
date was involved although entirely inno-
«vent of the mistake which led to such ex-
pense being incurred. Under these ecir-
cumstances it seemed to him that the pre-
cedent which should be estabhished was
that where, owing to a mistake on the part
of a Government department, people were
involved in expense, it was a reasonable
thing to look to the department, not for
a portion as set down here, but for the
tota] manount of the expense involved.
Mr. KEENAN: This matter had come
under his cognisance at the time when he
was in charge of the Electoral Depart-
ment. Hon, members were under a mis-
apptrehension when they stated that the
- lwo eases were exactly similar. Mr. Car-
sun’s ease had arisen under tle old Act.
A certain portion was ineluded in the
Cleraldton electorate which was impro-
perly in it. After the election, Mr. Car-
sun having been declared returned, his
opponent lodged a petition. The reles
required partienlars to be given, setting
forth the names of the eleetors who had
improperly voted; and when the particu-
lars were furnished Mr. Carson became
immediately aware that they were ob-
Jected to because they lived ouiside the
electorate, and it was then his duty to in-
quire into the trath of the allegation. If
Mr. Carson had done so he wounld have
salisfied himself that the allegation was
true, and reasonably should no longer
have opposed the petition, as My, Eddy
had done under the same Aet and in
a somewhat similar ease. There would
ihen have heen little cost involved,
merely the costs of filing the petition
and delivering the partienlars. Mr. Car-
som chose to fight the petition.  Wit-
nesses were callel and Mr. Carson was
muleted in costs. The view he (Mr.
Krenan) took at the time was tbat these
ensts were inenrred by the failure on Mr.
Carson’s part to perform his duty, that
of inguiring into the acearacy of the par-
ticulars, because then he would have
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found that ihey were corvect; and there-
fore the Government refused to entertain
Myr. Carson’s appeal tor any grant to-
wards paying the cosls 'of bearing the
petition; and the Covernment properly
took eredit for their aefiun, and urged
that action as an answer to auy attaek
made on them in respect to Mr. Buza-
cott’s ease. When the new Electoral Bill
was brought in it was intended by Parliu-
ment unguestionably that the ro}l should
he finally conclusive as 1o the right ot all
electors theveon to vote, but the Court
held that the language did not earry onl
that intent. The roll was conclusive as
to the parties who enjoyed the right (o
be on the voll, but the Court held that
persons ‘heyond the electoral boundaries
never had the right to be on the roll, and
logieally couid not he on the roll. Mr.
Buzacott’s case was similar to that of
Mr. Carson’s. True, neither Mr. Buzacolt
nor Mr. Carson were to blame; bub when
partieulars were furuished to Mr. Buza-
eott that certain electors voted who had
no right to vote, if he had inguired into
the pariieulars, as was lis duty. he would
have found the allegation acenrate; and
when the Government had properly ve-
fused to listen to Mr. Carson’s elaim they
could not, with any possibility of eon-
sistency, listen to Mr. Bnzacott’s elaim.
However, wlen the Tlecloral Estimates
were under discussion lasi vear the sug-
westion was nade, to which he (Mr. Kee-
pan) having charge of the Deparfment,
bad assented, that the portion of the costs
incwrred in proving the limitation of the
houndaries of ihe clectorates should he
paid by the Government, He did nof know
whether the sum now on the Kstimafes
was acrived at on that basis, or whether
it was werely a round figure in lhe way
of compensation. [f it were econfined 1o
the one issne, that of paying for expert
evidence to prove the honndaries, it would
be in accordance with the undertaking
he had miven the Committee, und nal be-
ing in a pesition to say whether it was
so or not be eould not eriticise the item.
but on a general question of whether par-
ttes who involved thewmselves in law, per-
baps under a misconeeption of their legal
rights, or because their personal posifions
required them to go into court, should
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come to Parliament and seek compensa-
tion. in his opinion the principle was not
wise,

My, DRAPEHR: Whai were lhe ex-
penses covered by the item? Tt was ob-
vious any expenses ineurred in eonnee-
tion with the limitation of buundaries
were not properly cosis hut were ox-
penses that should he defraved hy the
EBleetoral Deparlment.

My, COLLIER: The membher for Kal-
goorlie adwitted il was the intention of
the Iouse. and the hou. member at the
time the Bill was passed so informed the
House, that the roll as printed should be
conclusive cvidence of the right of the
persons whose names appeared thereon to
vaote; but how eould the hon. member c¢on-
tend that Mr. Buzacott’s case was simi-
lar to Mr. Carsen’s? Mr. Carson's case
was under the old Aet; Mr. Buzacott's
case was under the present Act; and Mr.
Buzacott had no means of informing him-
self, when the petition was lodged, that
the intention of the House and of the
member for Kalgoorlie was not correet,
Mr. Buzacoti could not ascertain this
nntil the Couwrt gave judgment. Even had
Mr. Buzacott known that the old boun-
daries were wrong, still, relying on the
view taken by the House and upon the
case stated by the member for Kalgoorlie
that the names on the roll were those of
people entitled to vote, Mr. Buzacott felt
himselt justified in going to court. The
decision of the Court upset that opinion.
Mr. Buzaeott eould have withdrawn from
the position earlier and thus avoided some
of the cosis. but neither he nor this House
then knew the position, and did not re-
alise it until the deeision of the Court was
given. His posilion was very different
from that of the member for Geraldton.

Mr. TNDERWOOD: The case of Mr.
Carson was in no wav similar to that of
Mr. Buzacett; the former action took
place under the old Electoral Act and the
latter under the new RElectoral Act. In
introdueing the latter the then Atlorney
General, the present member for Kal-
goortie. explained that he had inade pro-
vision fur relieving candidates from ex-
pense under disputed retwurns. and said,
“We have nuade one attempt in this Court
of Disputed Returns to save candidates
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from being wunnveessarily harassed, amd
possibly being made the victins of eir
cumsfances over whicl they bave no eon-
irol, by providing under Clause 160, that
the court shall deems the roil conelusive
evidence that the persons enrolled were
on the date of the compilation of the roll
entitled to Le enrolled.” Those were the
words of the then Attorney General, and
Mr. Buzacott relied upon them. He looked
upon the Atforney General asx an houest
man. He (3Mr. Underwood) would not say
Mr. Buzacott was mistaken, and Lie would
vote the woney in order to prove that
fact. If the then Aitorney General had
said what he thought was [rue a mixtake
was made, and Mr. Buzacott should not
be muleted in costs. Up to then Mr. Buza-
colt had no chanee of knowing the At-
torney Creneral did not wean what e
said.

The CHAIRMAXN : The member must
withdraw {hat.

Mr. UNDERWOOD  withdrew. Ae-
eording to {he speech made by the then
Atlorney General My, Buzacott could do
nothing else but fight the ease. There
was no other possible chance for him.
The Judge gave his deeision, but his ex-
perience of judwes was that what they
would say was always so oncertain that
a man counld fairly gamble on it.

Mr. OSRORN: The Premier might in-
form the Committee whether the item in-
cluded other expenses than the actnal de-
fiiing of the Dboundaries in eounection
wilh ibe two electorates.

The PREMIER: The petition as pre-
sented was for something like £400 and
the Government, after going into the mat-
ter carefully, eonsidered it would be a
fair proposition to put on the Estimates
the sum of £200. So far as he recollected
that was principally for expenses in con-
neetion with the speeial inquiry in con-
nection with defining the boundaries of
the electorates.

Mr, SCADDAN: One point was lost
by the member for Pilbara in his refer-
ence to the statement of the then Attor-
ney General. That gentleman did not
only go to the extent of making the pro-
vision to the effect that the Court of Dis-
puted Returns should take the roll as
evidence that the persons whose names
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appeared thereon at ihe time of the issue
of the roll were entitled to vote, but he
also said that supplementary rolls
would be issued every thres months.
A sopplementary roll had for its objeet
the striking off of those persons who had
lost their qualification and the adding of
new names, 1t was provided that every
three months a new roll would be issned
and certified Lo as being correct. In such
cireumslances surely members would nol
say that Mr, Buzaeott was not entitled to
that point, at leasl, to meect the elaim made
hy his opponeni Mr, Gregory. No one
was aware of the faet that the Attorney
General was not corrveet in his interpreta-
tion of his own Bill until the Court de-
cided. If he had been consulted as to the
petition being lodged in Court, the At-
torney General must have stood by the
words he used in this Chamber. If he
made the statement in all good faith as a
legal gentleman, he should at least be able
to realise that a layman would lake his
word for it. Until the Court wave their
decision Me. Buzacott was nol aware, nov
was any other layman and very few legal
wen, that persons who were on the roll
would be unable to vote. If the Court had
followed the precedent laid down in the
Holmes and Angwin case, Mr. Gregovy
would have been compelled to pay por-
tion of the costs. The decision was given
on one point only, and as usual, if 20
points arve submitted and the Judge can
find one on which to give a decision he
lets the 19 others remain undecided, and
s0 permits 19 points to be brought up on
future occasions for the benefit of the
lawyers. That went on every day. When
one asked for a decision on the undecided
points & Judge would sav, “Wait till they
come hefore me” That meant more Jud-
<es, lawyers, and  expense 1{o the com-
munity generally. This was the case in
conneetion with the Buzaeott appeal. The
Judze zave a decision on one point which
upset the election, and Mr. Buzacott had
to pay the cost of bringing all Mr. Gre-
zory’s wilnesses to the Court to give evi-
dence on points which were undecided.
Surely the member for Roehourne would
say that it would be unfair to ask Mr.
Buzacott to hear the whole of the expense
of the pelition. Tt was agreed that Mr.

Carson was the vietim of circumstances
and shoold reeeive eompensation for the
expenses he was put to, but in the case
of Mr. Buzacott the Government might
have recouped him for the whole of his
expenses.

Mr. OSBORN: The member for Ivan-
hoe had not thrown any light oo the mat-
ter. He (Mr. Osborn) had not moved as
a personal matter; he had nothing against
either Mr. Buzacott or Mr. Carson but
it was a ease in which a precedent should
not be established. He might have made
himself plainer if some of the “children”
on the opposite side of the House had
gone ontside to play.

The CHATRMAN: That remark wounld
have to be withdrawn.

Mr. OSBORN: It would be withdrawn
with pleasnre but at least hon. members
opposite should restrain their mirth and
permit a member's remarks to be heard.

Ttem, Members of Parliament repre-
senling electorates beyond limit of State
railway systemm—prant towards travelling
expenses, £120:

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11.26 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m, and read prayers.

QUESTION--OLD-AGE . PENSIONS.

Mr. ANGWIN asked the Premier: Is
the Premier aware that penniless persons
on making application to the Common-
wealth for old-age pensions to relieve the
State from the amounts paid by the State,



